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H Eamiable Hebrew became daily 
more endear'd to his Egyptian 
maſter, who regarded him with ſenti- 


ments of parental tenderneſs. Fide- 


lity and affeQtion, which inſpir'd"the' 
grateful heart of Joſeph, had diffus'd 
an air of ſerenity o'er his whole de- 
portment.— Not with leſs joy, a ſwain 
impatient to purſue his rural taſk, be- 
Vor. II. A | holds 


os (2) 
holds the gladſome rays of the ſun after 
a long impending cloud, than the bene- 
volent Potiphar meditated on the en- 
gaging chearfulneſs of his belov'd 
compamon.—He appoints him ruler 
throughout his numerous houſehold ; 

each faithful domeſtic regards him with 
reverence/; no ſooner do they hear his 
mild. commands, than with the ſweet 
ayidity of love they haſten to obey 
them: he finds an intereſt in ev'ry 
beart ; and whilſt his fidelity obtains. 
the unbounded confidence of his be- 

nign maſter, he beholds domeſtic peace 
diffus d o'er all the happy dwelling.— 
The Divins DisFENSER of every- 
bleſſing, decreed: conſpicuous rewards 
to his integrity: for in his all- perfect 
ſight the exerciſe of ſocial virtue is 
more pleaſing, than midnigbt oriſons 
that from monaſtic walls at dead of 


(3) 
tight, afcend on the cold ving of dul 
ay. | 


A voice from the ne of vids: 
ated light commanded a band of be- 
nign ſpirits to repair to the earth, there 
to guard the truſt committed to the 
ſon of Iſrael. Swifter than thoſe rays 
of light which are darted on the earth 
from the ſolar orb, they obey the divine 
mandate. Whether reclining on the 
flow'ry margin of ſome heavenly 
ſtream or in groves of unfading ama- 
ranth chanting ceaſcleſs praiſe, the 
bleſs'd immortals quitted their placid 
retreats, and with joyous hymns ſtood 
before the throne. The felicity of 
theſe pure beings far ſurpaſſeſs themoſt 
exalted ideas of mortality; no ungen- 
tle paſſions diſturb their tranquillity ; 
every faculty is abſorpt in bliſs ; for 

they are continually. receiving an in- 
A 2 creaſe 
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creaſe of happineſs from the effulgent 
| preſence of their Goy.—They find 
employments ſuited to their exalted 
faculties; ſome viſit the various plan- 
netary ſyſtems, to admire the regularity 


of their revolving orbs; others de- 


light in tracing the ſcheme of provi- 
dence in the government of this lower 
world; they adore the divine juſ- 
tice in every diſpenſation; for when 
to human comprehenſion all ſeems in- 
volv'd in mazy error, they behold the 
clear diſplay of unerring wiſdom ;—— 
Yet thus exalted above the frail poſ- 
ſeſſors of mortality, they diſdain not to 
viſit their polluted dwellings ; to aſſiſt 
them in their various trials, and ani- 
mate aſſaulted virtue. Swiftly they left, 
the ethereal plains and paſs'd the cele- 
ſtial portals. —A flood of glory mark'd 
the flight of the immortals through the 
azure ſpace, conſpicuous only to thoſe 


bappy 


(5) 

happy few, who retiring at the calm 
hour of eve from ſecular employ hold 
divine communion with the Alu IH 
Source of their exiſtence in the thick 
grove, or on the ſequeſter'd banks of 
ſome ſolitary ſtream.— To their con- 
templative view, it reſembled thoſe lu- 
minous ſtreaks which often at the cloſe 
of a ſummer's day, waving in the ſtarry 
canopy, affright the timid eye of ſuper- 
ſtition.— The radiant band deſcending 
on the Egyptian plains ſeparated for 
their various taſks ; ſome choſe the val- 
lies, where the ſpringing blade robes 
the ſurface of the ſoil with verdure; 
they watch'd the progreſs of the ſwel- 
ling ear, and preſery'd it from chilling 
blaſts or lightning's deſtructive flaſh ; 
others a domeſtic charge aſſign d, 
guarded the houſe of Potiphar from all 
the various ills that await mortality, . 
Progreſſive ſeaſons felt the divine in. 

fluence ; 


| (6) 
fluence ; nature from her abundant lap 
 featter'd the ruddy fruits of ſummer, 
and deck'd with waving harveſts the 
golden vale. Gay ſportive flocks 
adorn'd the gently riſing hills with flee- 
ces white as new fall'n ſnows. The ge- 
nerous owner, who regarded wealth but 
as the happy means of yielding com- 
fort to the wretched, beheld the vaſt 
increaſe, and ador'd with SIS the 
eee Iſrael. 


The bouſe of Potiphar was dies 
rated with the poliſh'd labours of art; 
Tais'd on pillars of vhiteſt marble, the 
lofty dome yielded an artificial cool- 
neſs, and refreſh'd the fainting gueſt 
amidſt oppreſſive heat. Agreeable 
murmurs of falling fountains perpetu- 
ally pleas d the ear, while ſoft muſic 
echo'd through the magnificent apart- 
ments, —Yet- amidſt the elegance and 

refinement 


(7) 
refinement of Egyptian taſte, Joſeplr 
forgot not the felicity of the paſtoral 
life ; he fighed for the ſimple pleaſures 
of the artleſs ſhepherd, and long d again 
to hear the bleating of the fleecy tribes, 
ar to the ſouth, beneath . thoſe 
mountains whoſe: brows are cover'd 
with eternal ſnow, vaſt deſerts lie, in 
which, compell'd by tyrannic maſters, 
the wretched} ſhepherds feed their 
flocks, ſhut from all intercourſe with 
ſocial life; nothing was heard through- 
out the wild extent but harſh murmurs 
of deſpair ; the tedious day was paſs d 
in gloomy diſcontent; and night, which 
gave but a ſhort reſpite from their toils, 
unwelcom'd came. On the confines 
of theſe unſocial deſerts Joſeph oſten 
wander d in his ſolitary walks, and un- 
derneath a jutting rock was accuſtom'd: 
to rehearſe his tender Hrrows. He re- 
counted to the ſoft melody of his lute 
FS, | | the 


| (8) | 
the 'vittues of Iſrael, and the careleſs 
paſtimes of his early days. Some- 
times he recall'd the cruelty of his 
brethren, but ſoon a riſing ſigh and 
cryſtal tear ſuppreſs'd his melting 
voice. He chiefly delighted to ſing the 
attributes of the DEIirv, and the hap- 
pineſs which awaits the mind that is 
conſcious of its integrity: it was then 
his voice was unuſually melodious ; 
Echo ſeem'd delighted with his charm- 
ing accents, and the attentive ſwains, 
each reclining on his rugged ſtaff, liſ- 
ten'd to the pleaſing ſtrains. —-Soon 
their uncultivated minds were charm'd 
with the ſublime truths he ſung : he 
diſcover'd to them that happineſs has 
her reſidence in the mind alone, in- 
dependent of external objects; he 
taught them to reliſh the pleaſures 
which their deſerts yielded ; to enjoy 
the treaſures of nature, and prize their 

2 own 
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on exemption from the cares which 
wait on wealth. Happy, my friends, 
he would ſay, happy are ye whom fate 
has plac'd at diſtance from the cares of 
a more active life. Ah! may ye never 
know the various ills which pride, am- 
bition, and the love of wealth or power, 
have ſcatter'd o'er the wretched world. 
Simplicity and innocence here offer 
their untainted joys, Poſſeſs with gra- 
titude, nor fooliſhly deſire untaſted 
evils, 


Whilſt he thus taught them to reliſh 
the ſolid peace which their ſequeſter'd 
ſtation yielded, he alſo-unfolded to their 
clouded reaſon the infinite perfeRions 
of the Dztrty ; and inſtructed them in 
offering an acceptable worſhip.-Soon 
in her train religion led the ſocial vir- 
tues; no longer the dreary waſte re- 
ſounded with accents of deſpair ; no 

For, 1h 8: longer 


(20) 
longer plaintive murmurs mark'd the 
fleeting hours; each boſom dilated 
with friendly ſentiments; youthful pea- 
fants compos'd wreaths for the ſhepher- 
deſſes, and the elder, quitting their un- 
| focial cares, join d in the general ſeſti - 
vit; ſoon as evening ſhades fell, 
around they were wont to afſemble on 
the enamelbd plain, and form a rural 
dance; while from behind the moun- 
tain's brow aroſe the filver lamp of 
night to light them to their guiltleſs re- 
creations, —Fear not, chaſte queen of 
rural ſports, to lay aſide thy cloudy 
veit; for here no lawlefs riot, no guiky 
diffipation ſhall offend thy pure ray. 


In a beautiful grotto within the rock 
Joſeph diſcover'd the tomb of the an- 
cient Memnon®; four cryſtal columns 

ſupported 
2 9 Are eek 


(611) 
ſupported its baſe, and characters in- 
explicable to the unletter'd ſwain, 
adorn d its ſculptur'd ſides. In the 
glittering incruſtations that cover d the 
azure roof, imagination might diſcern 
a variety of lucid forms, and the moſt 
curious foffils form'd the variegated 
floor, In this cool retreat the en- 
lighten'd ſage had retir'd from the in- 
terruptions of a buſy world, and paſs'd 
his lengthen'd years in ſolitary contem · 
plation. Still on the mountain's fide 
flouriſh'd thoſe vines and fruit trees 
whoſe juicy products had adorn'd his 
frugal board ; ſoftly deſcending from a 
cryſtal ſpring flow'd the rill at which 
he quench'd his thirſt ; yet extant was 


the feat on which the weary traveller 
often reſted, while for his refreſhment 
the ancient eollected milk of his bleate 
ing kine and honey from the rock. 
Rude weeds had overgrown the path 

B 2 which 


(48) 
which led to this abode of peace. 
With ſolemn rev'rence Joſeph ap- 
proach'd the tomb, and bending over 
it, exclaim'd, O venerable relics! pre- 
cious remains! I honour the ſage 


whoſe tow'ring mind ſoaring upwards 
to the Fount or Licur, catches from 
the divine effulgence an enlight'ning 


beam; he diffuſes it around, and the 


children of duſt rejoice in the heavenly 
radiance, Long was the riſing thought 
condemn'd to expire in oblivion, or in 
empty ſound to mingle with the vacant 
air, till Memnon roſe, whoſe immortal 
genius bade the reflecting mind behold 
her on reſemblance on the letter'd 
ſeroll. Memnon, who from ſome high 
arch - angel ſnatch'd the key of wiſdom, 
and bade futurity explore its ineſtima- 
ble treaſures. Thee future bards ſhall 
hail, Science and Art bedeck'd with 


(13) 
roſeate buds, ſhall heap their laurel gat» 
lands on thy tomb. $9 


F dane: on admiring nature in her 
wild magnificence, Joſeph attain'd thoſe 
loſty mountains which bound towards 
the ſouth the fertile land of Egypt; 
their ſummits ate rob'd in everlaſting 
ſnow, whilſt the vallies beneath exhibit 
the moſt luxuriant ſcenes that-gay ima- 
gination can ſuggeſt, Delicious fruits 
continually charm- the eye ; plantanes 
and dates mingle their loaded branches 
with thoſe of the vine and fig tree, 
With painful ſteps he climb'd the ſteep 
acclivities, where ſoftly gliding from its 
Abyſlinian ſource he often deſcry'd the 
Nile; calm and pellucid roll'd its gen. 
tle waves, like thoſe of a clear rivulet 
that meanders through ſome flow ry 
mead ; but ſwoln by melting ſnows, the 
rapid ſtream * impetuous down | 
| the, JF 


| (14) | 
the rugged ſeep, and daſhing from rock 
to rock, reſounds through all the hol- 


Jow caves ; deſcending to the vale, it 


forms a lucid ſheet, diffuſing an 0 as 


. , 


e 
232 


In a charming meadow, on the mar- 
gin of that fertilizing river, Joſeph be- 
held the lovely Aſenath. It was at that 
hour, ſacred to celeſtial meditation, 


day, filently finks into repoſe ; all was 
ſtillneſs; no ſounds diſturb'd the am- 
dient air, fave gentle murmurs of the 


filver flood, and ſongs of ſhepherds re- 
founding from a diſtant foreſt ; when. 


the ſon of Ifrael, as was his cuſtom, re- 
tir'd from the throng d city to enjoy the 
calm beauties of the filent hour, and 
pour out his virtuous {out to the Su- 
PREME,—A voice, melodious as ange- 
lic ſtrains, recall'd his attention to ter- 

| reſtrial 


when nature, oppreſs'd by the blaze of 
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ray 


_ fefirial objects. O Taov! it ſaid; by 
whatever name mortals addreſs thee, 


AuTaor or Nature! whoſe creative 
hand form'd yonder reſplendent hoſts 
of ſtars! before they glitter din the blue 
concave, thou wat. Before that orb, 
which guides our day, emitted his 


chearful light, thoudidſt inhabit eternity. 


Cherubims and ſeraphims contempla- 
ted thy glory; they ſang thine inſimite 
perfettions. Then didſt thou create 
us, inhabitants of this globe; then didi 


thou form us, to glorify thy name. 


Divine employment! exerciſeof angels! 
OUnczxtateD ExcELLENCE! irradi- 


ate my ſoul with knowledge of thyſelf ;. 
teach her to love thee with ſublime ar- 


dour ; for thou art the ſource of all 
that is amiable in nature, May all its 
ſecret motions be directed by thy un- 
erring law, and every latent viſhi Its 


centre. have in thee 12 
5 . Whilſt 
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- Whilt thus the lovely daughter of 
Poti-pherab offeredher evening oriſons, 
Joſeph, in filent admiration, remain'd 
within the umbrageous ſhade, conceal'd 
by interwoven branches.—How irre- 


ſiſtible, ſaid he, is the force of beauty, 
when virtue is its amiable auxiliary! 


"Tis this which renders the fair poſſeſ- 
ſors more than mortal, and aſſimilates 
them to angelic beings. O that it were 


deſtin d me to unite my ſoul to thine, 


thou ſoft aſſemblage of perfetions !— 
The breezy breath of wind caught the 
tender aſpiration, and wafted jt to 
Heaven. As aromatic zephyrs ruftle 
among the palm tree's verdant foliage, 


the ſoft ejaculation whiſper'd along the 


celeſtial plains; immortals heard it, 


and AruICRHTT Love] approv'd. 


Fairer than the blooming virgins of 
Egypt was the lovely Aſenath; the 
F | bluſhes 
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(47) 
bluſhes of Aurora were on her cheek, 
and in the modeſt luſtre of her eyes 
ſhone forth the kindred virtues. Her 
underſtanding was cultivated, and her 
ſentiments refin'd by the divine pre- 
cepts of her father, whoſe life was de- 
voted to the ſervice of Heaven; and 
by him ſhe had been inſtructed in all 
the learning becoming her ſofter ſex.—- 
Piety, like a radiant lamp, threw a 
pleaſing luſtre o'er her every attion ; 
ſhe beheld not the works of the Su- 
PREME With an incurious eye; in each 
object of the fair creation the Drvins 
AxrIrIcERappear'd to her reſearches ; 
every ſentiment was fraught with love 
to Heaven and benevolence to all the 
human race. Tbus ſhe became a 
fource of inexpreſſible delight to her 
ſire; her preſence diffus'd joy through- 
out his houſhold ; and whilſt plenty 
crown'd his hoſpitable table, the ſons 
Vor. 1I, C and 


(48) 


and daughters of adverſity were re» 
frelh'd by her beneficence.— The Egyp- 
tian ſwains celebrated her praiſes, but 
to the Hebrew were her affeQtions 
given; the ſon of Iſrael alone poſleſs'd 
her love; ſhe had diſcern'd his in- 
trinſic merit through the dark cloud of 
ſorrow which encompaſls'd his fate; her 
heart had melted in pity for his wrongs, 
yet knew ſhe not the ſoft emotion 
own'd a tend'rer name. The till ear of 
night alone had witneſs'd her uncon- 
cious ſighs, and when imagination pre- 
ſented his pleaſing image, adorn'd with 
every external charm, but more diſtin- 
guiſh'd for the graces of his mind, ſhe 
repell'd the tender ſenſation, But the 
Six or Alt, approving, ſaw the vir- 
tuous flame; for genuine love is that 
celeſtial ſpark which heightens ev'ry 
bleſſing his indulgent care beſtows, and 
ay ie caſts 


(19) 


caſts a chearing light o'er the dark 
ſhades of human life. 


_ Joſeph had long regarded the amia- 
ble Aſenath with ſenſations ſuch as once 
inſpir'd our general parent, when to his 
view, led by her CREATOR, Eve ap- 
pear'd in all the charms of mind and 
perſon, —He was animated with a re- 
fin'd paſſion, ſuch as ſouls, diveſted of 
their clay, might feel, or angels in the 
realms of light confeſs. But the re- 
membrance of his ſituation repreſs'd 
each tender ſentiment, —Unſcen by the 
fair object of his delicate attachment, 
he retir'd fram the verdant ſhade, nor 
dar'd invade the hallow'd retirement 
which virtue herſelf bad conſecrated, 
As he homeward bent his penſive ſteps, 
thus to the ſilent air he utter'd the effu- 
ſions of his love: Why have I re- 
ceiv'd a ſoul ſuſceptible of the tendereſt 
7 C2 impreſ- 


( 20) 
ſions, yet am oppreſs'd. by the re- 
membrance of ſlavery.— O beſt and 
faireſt of thy Cxzator's works! why 
am I thus conſcious of thy excellence 
whilſt encompaſs d by ſervile bonds? 
Ah! was I as in the careleſs days of 


youth, when free as mountain zephyrs 
I led my ſportive flocks, and like the 
feather'd choir delighted rov'd from 
grove to grove; ſought the clear riv'let 
or the embow'ring ſhade as choice un- 
fetter d led; then, O Aſenath! had I 
ſought thy love. I would have led thee 
to my mother's tent, and Iſrael ſhould 
have pour'd his paternal benedition 
on our heads. I would have made the 
rocks of Canaan reverberate with thy 
praiſe, and on the palms of Mamre en- 
grav'd thy pleaſing name ;—but now 
my tuneful reed in ſilence ſleeps; for 
ſhall I fing of love in the land of my 
captivity ?—Shall I ſeek thy affection 

whit 


; (24) 
whilſt an exile from wy father's houſe 


and bereft of every ſocial joy )- Ah, 
no ! ſome happier ſwain ſhall ſhare thy 
love and pledge thee his willing yows ; 
yet ſhall thy dear remembrance be pre- 
cious to my ſoul; I will ſupplicate the 
ErzxxAL for thy felicity from the ri- 
fing to the ſetting day, 


The tutelar ſpirits beheld, with pity 
blended with applauſe, the amiable con- 
flia.—Haſt thou not ſeen, my celeſtial 
companion, faid the divine Abdiel, the 
ſtruggles which rend the boſom of our 
belov'd charge? He loves the daugh- 
ter of Poti-pherab, yet with inflexible 
conſtancy conceals the lambent flame, 
Aſenath ſhall be given to him, but firſt 
afflidtion with her iron hand muſt once 
more wound his ſoul. , Let us, my im- 
_ friend, attend his ſteps, to com- 


municate 


(uw) 
F municate inviſible aſliſtance "_ . 
3 proaching hour of trial, 


 Malala, thewifeof Fodphab/vwipet the 
meridian of youthful charms ; ſhe was 
beautiful as a daughter of Paradiſe; 
but her mind reſembled thoſe unlovely 
parts of the creation which have never 
felt the power of cultivation ; where no 
friendly band has taught the roſe, ſweet 
emblem of the virtuous mind! to 
breathe its fragrance o'er the wild ; but 
noxious weeds ſpontaneous ſpring from 
the uncultur'd ſoil.— Malala had paſs'd 
the ſweet morn of life amidſt the ſplen- 
dors of a luxurious court. She had 
never heard the ſoft whiſper of a friend 
checking the high career of youthful 
vanity, nor truth's impartial-voice diſ- 
cov'ring long cheriſh'd folly.——She 
knew no bliſs ſuperior to the pois'nous. 


ny of a fallacious world; to at- 
tract 


(93) 
tract attention from an admiring throng- 
her lovely form was taught to pleaſe, 
and auburn treſſes to wanton in beau- 
teous ringlets on her neck.—W hat folly 
to adorn a tranſient frame which ſoon 
perhaps muſt moulder in the tomb, yet 
deſtitute of every ornament to leave 
the eternal mind. Thus a ſuperb mau- 
ſoleum is rear'd o'er ſome mould ring 
urn.— The ſculptor bids each gaudy: 
decoration riſe on the lifeleſs ſtone, 
and art echauſts her utmoſt powers to 
conceal poor periſhable daſt. | 


- Joſepb, whoſe ſuſceptible heart own'd 
the awful power of beauty, durſt not 
contemplate it in the wife of his bene» 
fagor; he ſuffer'd not the poiſon of 
flattery todwellon his lip. —Accuſtom'd 
to receive the adulation of an inſidious 
train, ſhe meditated revenge. Secure 
in conſcious rectitude, Joſeph ſuſpected 


not 
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notthe ſtorm whichthreaten'd his peace; 
— The artleſs peaſant thus purfues his 
way, ſmiling in the integrity of his 
heart, nor apprehends the danger that 
is conceal'd beneath his path. On a 
ſudden, his careleſs ſteps ſink in the 
baneful lake, whoſe ſurface is cloth'd 
with deceitful verdure.—Returning to 
the houſe of his once benevolent maſ- 
ter, the amiable Hebrew beheld him 


moving with penſive ſteps towards the 


bower where they had ſo often paſs'd 
the evening hours in pleaſing converſe. 
At fight of his generous benefaftor, 
the friend of his hapleſs youth, his af- 


' feftionate boſom felt a tranſport of gra- 
tieude ; joy animated his engaging 
men.—But the countenance of Poti- 


phar was uot, as uſual, brighten'd with 


- benignity ; a cloud hung on his brow , 


is was the gloom of diſpleaſure ſoſten d 


by pay. He caſt a look of 


unuttera- 


ble 


(2s) 


ble anguiſh on the aſtoniſh'd. youth; a 
tear fell from his eye as he beckon'd 
him to follow; they paſs d a gloomy 
avenue of cedars with ſadden'd pace. 
Joſeph, accuſtom'd- to hear only mild 
effuſions of friendſhip from the mouth 
of his belov d maſter, awaited with anxi- 

ety the reſult of a ſilence to him re- 
plete with horror; yet a ſtranger to the 
terrors of guilt, he ſuſpected not the 
cauſe of thoſe emotions which agitated 
his unhappy friend. Speak, ſaid he, 
my rever'd benefaQor, and let me at 
leaſt ſhare thoſe anxieties which now 
diſturb thy peace. Hide not from me 
the cauſe of this inquietude : happy 
ſhall I be, if by participation I can al- 
leviate thy ſorrows, The afflicted 
Egyptian replied not, but beheld him 
vuwith undeſeribable feelings. At length 
he broke the awful ſilence. 


Vor. II. o Tell 


(46) 


Tell me, O Joſeph ! what miſtaken 
kindneſs led me to compaſſionate thy 
carly forrows, when I ſaw thee, friend- 
lefs,a ſtranger on the mart. As a tender 
plant is ſhelter'd from the cruel blaſt, 1 
provided thee an aſylum From thy 
wrongs beneath my roof. With what o- 
| Heitude I watch'd thy youthful fteps ; 
with what delight furvey'd thy opening 
worth, the powers who pervade the 
ways of mortals have beheld. Vet 
how haſt thou repeid my tenderneſs? 
Hide, hide your beams, ye ſtars ! wit 
nens not the foul ingrattude.—A Hhep- 
herd ſurveying his flocks feeding be- 
neath an impending precipice, ſees the 
maſſy rock inftantaneouſly ſhiver d to 
its centre by a thunderbolt darted from 
the black cloud; the disjointed frag- 
ments fall with a tremendous noiſe at 
his feet, Motiontefs he ſtands in mute 
aſtoniſhment, —No leſsamazement was 

"+> wth 1 ; in 
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(27) 
in the countenance of the injur'd He- 
brew. With much emotion he at- 
tempted. to ſpeak ; but Potiphar, in a 
voice tremulous and broken, reſum'd: 
Leave me, unhappy youth; go where 
' thy wretched deſtiny diretts, but ſee 
my face no more. — He then, with 
trembling ſteps, penetrated Into the 


Joſeph, left alone, indulg'd the vio» 
| lence of his grief, which now was ut» 
ter d in ſighs and groans. He caſt him- 
ſelf in an agony of woe on the cold 
ground, See thy face no more, he re- 
iterated. Dreadful ſentence! Why 
was I not rather doom d to the beavieſt 
puniſhment Egyptian laws inflict 7 
Yet what is my offence ?—In what in- 
ſtance of my life have I deferv'd this 
rigour 7 Again I fcc] the pangs of 
parting from a tender father's endear; 
. D 2 ments. 
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-ments. O generous guardian of my 
youth! My ſecond fire! To leave 
thee thus is torture inexpreſſible. Ba- 
niſh'd from thy ſight, yet conſcious of 
nocrime -O Tnovl whoſe eye alone 
can trace the ſoul through all its. dark 
Tetreats, to thee I dare appeal. O let 
thy preſence guide my uncertain ſteps 
when I wander a hapleſs fugitive amidſt 
unfrequented wilds.—He could utter 
no more; he left the filent ſhade, and 
careleſs of the way in which he -wan- 
der'd, had approach'd the houſe where 
he had ſo long been uſed to hear the, 
voice of kindneſs. —He enter'd to bid 
a laſt farewell to the houſehold of his 
maſter. An aged domeſtic came forth 
from the weeping throng. My ſon, he 
ſaid, I know not the counſels of the 
Hic Es r, or why he permits the inno- 
cent to ſuffer; but the ſevere diſpenſa · 
tion is for. a little ſeaſon; thine inte» 


irn 2 grity 


(99) 
-grity ſhall be evinc'd, as the clear 
beams of the ſun when he diſperſes the 
clouds which veil'd his radiance. Go 
in the ſtrength of OunieoTENcE ; his 
providence ſhall guide thee ; — be 
a lamp to thy feet. 


lathe mean time Potiphar had ſought 
the inmoſt receſs of his dwelling. On 
a ſplendid ſopha he reclin'd and in- 
dulg'd the bitterneſs of ſorrow. Some - 
times ſtarting from a painful reverie, he 
would exclaim, Surely he merits not 
this cruelty ; {till I fee that ingenuous 
mien, thoſe looks of innocence, which 
filld me with compaſſion when firſt I 
ſaw him on the ſtrand of Memphis, 
What affection, what long-approv'd 
fidelity have mark'd his ripen'd years! 
— The perfidious Malala enter'd; her 
hand ſuſtain'd an ivory lute : touch'd 
un exquiſite ** harmonious notes 
reſounded 


'(-39) | 
-refounded through the loſiy dome, but 
Potiphar heard them not; he was fill'd 
with inexpreſſihle anguiſſi.— Rous d by 
her artful reproaches, he no longer ſees 
the image of the artleſs Hebrew; his 
fancy delineates one vers'd in the deep- 
eſt wiles; the ſoft ſuggeſtions of pity 
were repreſs'd : impell'd by unjuſt re- 
ſentment, he cried, His fate is in thy 
hand; deal by bim as thou wilt. A 
| lioneſs prowling along the plain ſees 
mie harmleſs flocks feeding in the ver- 
nal paſtures: the intimidated ſhepherds 
fy; they abandon their defenceleſs 
charge: ſviſterthanlightning ſhe ſprings 
from a thicket, and ſeizes her devoted 
prey Thus inſpir'd with malignant 
tranſpart Malala left the dome, and 
ſummoning to her the miniſters of ven- 
geance, gave command to ſeize the in- 
jur'd youth, —Inftantly they loaded 
his tender limbs with ponderous iron; 
En | | they 
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OSEPH enter'd his priſon houſe, 

and beheld the ſeats of woe, the 
dreary manſions of affliftion . Loud 
and the exclamations of miſery 
echo'd through all the gloomy vaults ; 
—the rattling of chains and the mur- 
murs of the wretched aſſault his ear 
from every fide ;—he was rapt in ſad 
attentivun, then with an animated voice 
| he 
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he exclaim'd, 'Tis thine, O conſcious 
innocence !..to light thoſe dark retreats, 
and chear the abode of forrow ;—in> 
ſpir'd by thee, the children of adver- 
ſity ſmile on their chains, and feel a 
bliſs greater than that which irradiates 
the breaſts of monarchs. Thou art 
the 'opiate- which ſheds ſweet peace 
around theſe beds of miſery— Then, 
with a countenance of ſerenity , he fat 
down on the wretched ſtraw, which was 
all that ſcreen'd him from the dank 
earth, 


|  Enoah and Abdiel ſtood by him; 
ſoft melody fil'd all the gloomy recep- 
tacle of ſorrow ;—it penetrated the ſoul 
of Joſeph ;—he ſunk into a tranquil 
flumber:—the ſeraphs ſurvey'd him 
with divine complaceney.—ls there, 
ſaid Enoah, in all the affignments of 
the happy, a-taſk more pleaſing than to 
Vor. II. E attend 


15 (34) 
attend the juſt ? to watch unſeen their 
ſteps, and view each motion of the un- 
tainted mind ?—Soon as I knew thy 
embaſſy on earth, I left the ambroſial 
ſhade where oft we have tun'd the ſil- 
ver lyre to Jenovan's awful name; 
and caus'd the everlaſting hills to re- 
ſound our ſwelling notes. — Along the 
bright empyreum I flew, and proſtrate 
before the eternal throne, permiſſion 
aſk'd to join thy miniſtry on earth.— 
He from whoſe preſence flows our 
bliſs granted the requeſt ; we were uni- 
ted in one delightful employ ;—ſince 
that day on which we met on Hebron's 
| flow'ry plain, how oft with tears of holy 
rapture have I heard our | beloy'd 
charge, at eve or fragrant morn, chant- 
ing with pious fervor the excellence of 
virtue ; or tranſports as inſpire 
our own immortal ardors, pour his 
' grateful ſoul to the Sur REME.—Miſery 
7 cannot 


(35): 

cannot reach a mind ſo ſpiritualiz'd; ſo 
far exalted above the tranſient joys of 
ſenſe. See him now ſuperior to his 
wrongs ; ſerene amidſt the ſtorm,— 
With what compoſure doth his. gentle 
ſpirit reſt.— See he ſmiles! —The peace 
of the MosT Hicu reſides within him. 


Thou knoweſt, my belov'd com- 
panion, replied the benign ſeraph, 
that one ſigh of oppreſs'd innocence . 
has more of Heaven in its ſenſation 
than all the honors of an applauſive 
world. Mortals know not this; thence 
they ignorantly arraign the ways of 
providence, and aſk why SoveREIGN 
Wisponu gives the bitter portion to bis 
_ choſen few? Ah! knew they but the 
ſweet tranquillity, the joy almoſt divine, 
which buoys the virtuous ſoul beneath 
life's ſtorms, for one ſuch moment 

| EA would 
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would. OE gn ideal 
” | 


e is Hz, aw Enoah, 
vVho fills the eternal throne ; in mercy 
he - governs the world; in mercy he 
permits afflition to alight on his be- 
lov'd ; by many ſorrows he perfeQs 
the human ſoul, and ripens it for feli- 
eity.— Then, elevating their celeſtial 
voices, they fang.—Soft whifper,. ye 
winds through the ethereal arch 
blow nat, ye howling blaſts, whilſt the | 
| belov'd of the Erzzanar fleeps;—in 
filence deſcend ye ſoft dews of the 
night ye humid miſts gently alight 
on the tender blofſoms whilſt the fa- 
vour'd of Oun1PoTEnce repoſeth.— 
Thou moon who walkeſt through the 
azure vault ye ſtars, the bright at- 
tendants on her reign, dart your gent, 
let beams, and in your ſilent ſong de- 
| clare 


(87) 

clare his praiſe, who from on high ſheds 
peace and joy ſerene within the virtu- 
ous breaſt, —Rejoice in the Loxyo, O 
ye righteous! and triumph in your ad- 
vetſit:— when he liſteth up the rod, 
when he pours out the cup of affliction, 
it becomes the juſt to be thankful. 


The dews of night were again irra« 
diated by returning day, and the roſy 
morning beam'd on the joyous earth, —- 
The Hebrew ſtill reſted on his bed of 
ſtraw, lock'd in gentle ſlumbers ; bis 

countenance vas yet blooming, and a 
ſmile play'd around his ſace.— The 
Mosr Hin, in whole ſight the ſuffer- 
ings of the virtuous are more preci- 
ous than even the cxalted ardors of the 
higheſt archangel who ſurrounds the 
throne, in{pir'd the ancient Nicanor, 
who. guarded the unhappy, with * 
col for his youthful priſoner ; he 


1 enter d, 


* 


n 
enter d, and beheld him yet reclin'd in 
balmy repoſe, whom he thought to have 
found pale, emaciated. Thou re- 
viver of nature, he cried, refreſhing 
fleep ! ſeldom; ah ſeldom, does thy ſoft 
influence light on theſe dreary abodes! 
yet now thou ſheddeſt thy ſomnificdews 
on the wretched ; thou ſealeſt the eye 
wearied with weeping. Sleep on thou 
| ſon of ſorrow: may peaceful viſions 

alleviate thy affliction, and lull thy ſpi- 


rit into ſweet compoſure !—Methinks 


thy tranquil looks declare thy mind a 
ſtranger to the awful terrors of guilt, 


5 | Joſeph now open'd his eyes on the 
Ight, which feebly glimmer'd through 
the grated windows of his priſon. He 
look'd around him on the abodes of 
miſery.— Where am I? ſaid he.— Is 
this the friendly dome of Potiphar ? 
Ab, no! it is a priſon - FouNTAIM 

r ds 
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or Mercy, ſupport me in this dread- 
ful criſis; arm me with fortitude, whoſe 
ſtedfaſt eye is fix d on Heaven, whillt 
with intrepid ſtep ſhe treads the fluc- 
tuatingearth.—Thy ſacred laws, O thou 
Own1sctenT! I have not tranſgreſs'd; 
I felt myſelf on every fide ſurrounded 
by thy preſence, nor durſt my conſci- 
ous ſoul indulge a thought of evil. To 
thee with filial confidence I now apply, 
from this abyſs of woe; in the convic- 
tion of thy love ſhall all my griefs be 
huſh'd; with reſignation I will wait 
the diſpenſations of thy providence.— 
He turn'd, and beheld Nicanor ſeated 
by him on the earth. Child of afflic- 
tion, ſaid the venerable man, ſuffer not 
hope to eſcape from thee ; retain her ; 
ſhe is the prime chearer of theſe dark 
abodes.— Full threeſcore years has it 
been my rigid fate to gyard the unfor- 


tunate within theſe walls; my ear has 
long 


(40) 


W She to the ſighs of the 
wretched ; I have long ſeen the tears 
of the unhappy ; yet I feel a more than 
uſual pity forthy early ſorrows; methinks 
Thave anaffuranceof thy integrity; ; that 
ingenuous mien cannot be the covert 
of an unworthy mind. Be it my taſk 
to alleviate the weight of thy misfor- 
tunes; to tender thee: what ſlender 
| comforts theſe deſolate manſions al- 
ford. —But if the fad recital wounds 
not too deeply thy ſenfibility, ſay, by 
what adverſe contingeneies thou art 
conlign'd to waſte thy Run within 
r rom 


| Rightly, — yan 
Hebrew, baſt thou ſtyl'd me the off 
fpring of affliftion; for my ſorrows 
are coeval- with my exiſtence. Ere 
my infant tongue had learn'd to thank, 
in n accents, her affeftionate 


cares, 
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cares, a tender mother was wreſted 
from my innocent careſſes; and ſcarcely 
was my youthful mind ſuſceptible of a 
father's tenderneſs, ere I was forc'd 
from his endearments, from freedom, 
rom domeſtic peace, and fold into ſla- 
very, by thoſe who own'd with me one 

common parent. Envious of thoſe ef. 
fuſions of affeQtion by which a belov'd/ 
fire ſupply'd the want of maternal ten- 
derneſs, my brethren ſold me to a band 
of merchants, by whom I was con- 
dufted into Egypt. Here the gene- 
rous Potiphar purchas'd me at their 
hands; my youth and my misfortunes 
inſpir d him with pity ; be ſooth'd me 

with the gentle voice of friendſhip; he 

regarded me with paternab eſteem, and. 
I poſſeſs'd for him thoſe tender ſenti- 

ments which I felt for the venerable 

author of my being. The traces of 
my injuries began to be obliterated hy 
Vol. II. F his 
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Nis kindneſs ; and I had ' almoſt forgot 
I was in bondage, when an inſidious 
voice, with horrid falſehood, abus'd his 
generous ear,—-l was conlign'd to im- 
priſonment; but arm'd with the invul- 
nerable ſhield of innocence, I bear the 
rigours of my deſtiny without repining, 
and with meek ſubmiſſion wait the hour 
when the GREAT RulER of events 
ſhall call me to behold again the chear. 
ful day.—0 Nicanor ! the mind which 
- can repoſe on Sovzrzicn WISDOo 
feels not half the evils which await hu- 
manity ; and what but guilt deſtroys 
the amiable confidence? Guilt which 
ſuppreſſes the riſing ardors of the ſoul, 
and bars her flight to the Source of 


her exiſtence. 


N . with ſurprize heard the ſon 
of Iſrael thus evince that ſacred forti- 
which, belle on the ſolid baſis of 

piety, 
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piety, cannot be ſhaken by the impes 
tuous whirlwind of terreſtrial things. 
Thou, ſaid he, who art high in the fa- 
your of the SurntmeE, I revere thee 
thou art dignified by ſuffering ; adver- 
ſity reflects a radiant light around thee z 
thy virtues ſhine from out the gloom 
with a reſplendence beyond what proſ- 
perity and affluence can beſtow, But 
Hz whoſe awful thunder ſhakes the 
guilty ſphere, who bids his lightning 
flaſh from pole to pole, ſhall vindicate 
thy wrongs, and make thy reflitude 
conſpicuous, -O may Hz ſhed ſweet 
peace and mild ſerenity within thy 
breaſt ! 


Excluded. from the exhilarating 
beams of day, the Hebrew paſs d pro- 
grefſive ſeaſons. Often the mild rays 
of ſpring had rob'd the meadows with 
variegated bloſſoms, and fluſh'd the 
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vernal zephyrs with perfume ; as often 
had autumn with ſedate pace clad 
in her ruſſet livery the foreſt's brows, 
and ſwell'd the golden ear ; and many 
a wintry blaſt check'd the ſprings of 


, vegetation ; yet the ſon of Iſrael faw 


not the dawning of freedom. When 
the new-bora day ſmil'd on the dewy 
earth, be beheld through the narrow 
windows of his priſon the peaſant going 
to his daily toil, with ſongs of chearſul- 
neſs on his lips; though cloth'd in the 
habiliment of penury, health revell'd 
in his glowing cheek, and content ſat 


dn his careleſs brow. Ah! cried the 


impriſon'd youth, now is the delightful 
hour! now the humid earth emits from 
her liberal boſom aromatic odours, an 
offering to her CREATOR —Why am 
not permitted to contemplate thee, O 
thou Abox ABLE BEING in the loyely 
face of nature Why forbid to trace 
Ei, 3 thy 
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hy | glorious footiens' is the Nen 


ſcenes of the fair creation ? I ſee nat 
the magnificence of the riſing ſun, 


when his early beams play on the diſ- 


tant eminence ; hor behold the floats 
ing clouds, tinQtur'd with gold, when 
his horizontal rays are reflected in the * 
gliſtening ocean ;—neither in the ſo- 
lemn ſhade of ancient cedars, nor on 
the illumin d ſummit of the rock, can I 
expreſs the ardors with which the vari- 
ous ſcenes of nature impreſs my riſing 


' foul :;—theſe dreary walls limit my 


bounded view ; yet, if in this abode of 
miſery, this abyſs of woe, I canallay 
the force of wretchedneſs, bid black 
deſpair retire from the breaſt of the 
unhappy, or diffuſe a feeble dawn of 
conſolation o'er the ſad inhabitants of 


_ this receptacle of ſarrayw, it is enough. 


Letthe effulgent ſun enlighten the day; 


6 ah: a with a ſofter 
light 


| 1646) 
. #- 


light the ſilent hours, and nature wear 


her robe of brighteſt verdure :—this 
grateful taſk has pleaſures beyond what 
even theſe delightful ſcenes afford;— - 
Thy chaſtiſements, O thou Surnzms ! 

are not thoſe of an offended Dztrry ; 


they are the mild corrections of pater- 


nal love: by theſe the eccentric mind 


. adheres to thee, the centre of her hap- 


pineſs; by theſe ſhe acknowledges her 
high deſcent, too elevated, too divine; 
to draw felicity from ought but thee. 
— Where'er thy priſon ſhines is peace 
and joy; tis that which gilds theſe pri- 


| ſon walls; tis that which makes my 


callousbed ſofter than the downy couch 
of kings. 


| Joſeph was wont to retire from his 
ſolitary cell, and viſit the different apart- 
ments of the wretched : the children of 


_ hail'd his approach; it was as 
when 


(4) 
when the lamp of day difperſeth the 
black clouds before his effulgence : de- 
ſpair hid its horrific face, and miſery 
was nomore.—To ſome he repreſented 
an incens'd DEIrx riſing to take ven- 
geance on the baſe tranſgreſſors of his 
law, till vice felt his words through all 
her dark receſſes, and penitence im- 
pell d the unfeign'd tear; to the breaſt 
already impreſs d by a ſenſe of error, 
his words deſcended as the ſtill dews of 
the night, and his counſels infus'd the 


balm of conſolation on the mental 


wound, 


F 


In a retir'd part of the priſon were 
two diſtinguiſh'd from the wretched in- 


habitants of the houſe of woe, by a ſu- 


perior - dignity of mien :—in ſullen 


pride they ſat apart from all, diſdain» 
ing to mingle their complaints with the 
general yoice of affliction; they were. 

4; officers 
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officers of Pharaob's houfehold, whotry 
be had eondemn'd to the dreary ceſt.— 
Reflections on their forfeited greatneſs 


tormented their diſtracted imagina- 


tions; they fil'd the gloomy caverns 
with accents of deſpair, and in horrid 
language” arraign'd the juſtice of the 


ETZANAL PioviDsxce.— Joſeph, in 


whoſe placid mind ambition had never 


fed her baneful influence, was calm 


as the ſoſt breeze of ſummer.— Thus 


me n, gliding) at the foot of a lofty 


roc, feels not its lucid ſurface agitated 


by the mighty ſtorm, which ſwells into 
E - mountainous billows the proud ocean. 


—He felt the tendereſt commiiſeration 
for the unhappy; and' aſſay'd' to allevi- 
ate their loro by the whiſpers'of 
conatien. Wherefore;: O my com- 


| priions; aid he, do ye thus by fraitleſs 


murmurs avgitent your wretehedueſs? 


our nation ſurpaſſes thoſe arbund, 
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in the ineſtimable treaſures of wiſdom 2 


liſten to her calm ſtill voice; ſhe will 
inſtru you to bear with equanimity 
the viciſſitudes of human life; to look 
with - juſt contempt on the precarious 
tenure of popular applauſe and the ca- 
price of the great: ſhe will enable you 
to ſmile on the oppreſſor's wrongs; to 
ſtand. unmov'd upon a fluctuating 
ſphere. What though excluded from 
thoſe friendly beams that light the 
world ? happineſs, my friends, may yet 
irradiate the uncheary dungeon; for 
is there a power can bind the free-born 
mind ?—Conſcious of her origin di- 
vine, ſhe ſcorns the awful menaces of 


tyranny, and, greatly. independent, 


ſpurns the peace which hangs on the 
attenuated thread of human en 


1 nn chief butler of Pharoah, 


| replied, Vain indeed, O ftranger! is 


| \ 
„* 


e 


hut "happineſs which ia Gepondant of 


the favour of princes; for the motion 
of the tremulous wave is not more un- 


ſtable chan is the friendſhip of thegreat. 


The keen-ey'd eagle darting through 
the air, leaves no traces of her flight ; 
fo are the honors of him who repoſeth 
beneath the ſmiles of royalty: even 
whilſt he graſps the objeQs of ambi- 
tion they recede from his poſſeſſion ; 
they diſappear as aerial phantoms.— 
Thus the tow'ring lily is elevated above 
the flow'ry race; ſhe extends her lucid 
ploſſoms and imbibes the influence of 


| day. Soon her aſpiring honours fade; 


they are wither'd by the fervor of 


' thoſe beams from whence her ſnowy 


radiance is deriv'd,—But how haſt 

thou, an inhabitant of theſe deſolate 

retreats, the placid aſpect of tranquil- 

lity ?—Acquaint us, thou benign youth! 

for what offence thou art bereft of li- 
| | | berty , 


(8) 


deny; and A rigorous's 
doom? 


Joſeph . Wen of 
evil, O my companions ! the terrors 


of guilt attend not my impriſonment, 
Er EAN AI WIs pon, whoſe decrees 


are ever the effuſions of beneficence, 
has permitted me to taſte the cup of 
ſorrow ; to be: afflited by the perfidy 
of others. From my earlieſt youth T 
have been acquainted with adverſity, 
yet never did a thought of evil pollute 
the unſullied purity of my ſoul. The 


Sorntme, my friends, bebolds with 
watchful care, the actions of mankind: 


can, then, affliction viſit us without di- 
vine permiſſion Oft as I kept my 


this delightful truth. He taught me to 


n the Dzirr as a benefi- 


G 2 cent 


Jocks on Mamre's plain, Iſrael, my fire, 
in tender language, would inculcate 


XxX 
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cent parent, intent on promoting ibe 
felicity of his univerſal offspring. 


Charm'd with the amiable idea, my 
youthful mind, with filial rev'rence, 
ador'd the ſource of its being. Hence 
divine tranquillity diffus d a gentle 


light, amid the gloomy horrors of a _ 
priſon; and in thoſe ſad viciſſitudes 


which mark my life, my conſtant truſt 


has ſtill reclin'd on him whoſe fiat even 


n, obeys,, 


2 -Phanor, with \ aftoniſhwent, ſurvey'd 
the Hebrew as he ſpake. O wondrous 


force of conſcious innocence, he ex- 
claim'd, that thus ſuſtains the mind, ſu- 
perior to the ſtorms of unjuſt fortune, 
and makes even a priſon ſmile! Plac'd 


on the pinnacle of ambition, we dar'd 


reje& the mandate of an arbitrary ſo- 
vereign, on whoſe tremendous frown 
deſtruktion ever awaits.— But thou haſt. 


* 
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never known that baneful paſſion: 
thou art here condemn'd to vaſte the 
ſprightly hours of youth in dark obli- 
vion, yet guilty of no digreſſion from 
the path of reQitude. Ah! canſt thou 
{ill aſſert the juſtice of the Ex REAN AL. 
and vindicate the diſpenſations of bis 
providence? Canſt thou adore the 
hand that thus afflidis 7— The ſchools 
of ſcience impart not this celeſtial 
peace, this wiſdom more than human. 
—Doubtleſs ſome immortal power in- 
forms thy ſoul, and caſts a heavenly 
light around thee.—Permit me thou, 
who. ſurpaſſeſt in knowledge the chil- 
dren of mortality, to relate thoſe. wan - 
d'rings of the mind which laſt night 
impreſs'd my reſtleſs fancy :—I ſaw a 
fruitful vine, from-whoſe root aroſe. 
three vernal b es: thick on the 
bendingſtalk the tender buds appear d; 
to theſe ſucceeded the Juicy cluſters, 

but 


( 


"bur in conceat's beneath the mantling 


( 54) 


foliage.—Methought I preſs'd the nec. 
tarcous/ juice into Pharaoh's cup, . and 


preſented it to his royal hand. He re · 


ceiv'd it with thoſe benign ſmiles with 
which he was wont to reward my ſer- 


vice.—Ah, dear illuſions —were ye 


realiz d Durſt my fond heart in- 


_ hy —_— 62 ? 


© O'Phanor ! return'd the fon of If 
rael, 'whom gay ideas of - tranſitory 


- greatneſs charm, know, thou ſhall re- 


gain the unſubſtantial joys which ele. 
vate thy ambitious mind. Ere the re- 
ſplendent ſtar of day ſhall thrice ſalute 
the briny ocean, thou ſhalt be reftor'd 
to the favour of thy prince, But, ab! 


cheriſh not the unreal bliſs. Let not 
chy peace recline on that which is lefs 


permanent than the orient dews of the 


NF" tread the ſacred path of rec- 
| titude, 


(6858) 

titude, and dare to be ſincere even in 
the preſence of majeſty.— Thus ſhalt 
thou attain a peace which depends not 
on the ſmile of princes, but is immu- 
table as the ſtable pillars which ſuſtain 
the globe. The enraptur'd Phanor 
fell on the neck of Joſeph ; he em- 
brac'd him with tranſport. Thou dear 
foreboder of my felicity, he cried, I 
call Heaven to witneſs, that I will not 
ſhare the favour of my ſovereign, if 
unaccompanied by thee, thou ſoother 
of my woes; and companion of my ad- 
verſe fortune !— If amidſt the dazzling 
fplendor of a court I forget thee, 
may theſe boded honours withor $0 my 
head ! 


— Twice the xs of Egypt had 
reflected the crimſon bluſhes of the 
morning; twice the grey<y'd evening 
had caſt her duſky veil o'er the earth; 


e on 


{ 


(36) 
on the third day liberty was proclaim'd 
to the impriſon'd Phanor, ' The priſon- 


houſe reſounded with unuſual gladneſs, 


and all the dreary: vaults echoed with 


the joyous accents of the enraptur'd 
Egyptian. The benevolent © Joſeph, 
ever accuſtom'd to- participate in the 
happineſs of others, felt a ſecret plea- 
ſure thrill through his frame; the maſſy 


doorsof his ſolitary cellwere expanded; 
he | beheld” the companion of his 


ſorrows, entering with a countenance 


of rapture. Soon, he. cried, thou 
tranquil ſufferer ! ſhalt thou behold the 


period of thy affliftion.,—I will im- 
plore for thee the favour: of Pharaoh, 
and will haſten to open the ponderous 


doors of thy priſon. With me thou 
malt / partake the beneficence of my 


ſovereign.— But as the humid vapours 


are diſpers d by the returning day, the 


— of Joſeph remain d not 
* vithin 


( 


within tbe boſom, of Phanor. It vas 
effacd by the favour of royalty and 
the ſplendor of a luxurious court. 
Vet though unſtable the human mind, 
thy ways, O thou Most Hicn! are 
not as our ways, nor thy thoughts like 
our thoughts. To thee, as to a fortreſs, 
the ſuffering virtuous ſhall repair: thou 
malt be a refuge to them from the ar- 
rows of an ungenerous world, —As 
when congregated clouds which, have 
long conceal'd the Heavens, on ſome 
* lucid interval diſperſe, and the rays of 
the ſun are ſeen from behind the gloom, 
the ſtorm-drench'd peaſant again be- 
holds the opening landſcape irradiated 
by unclouded ſunſhine. But, ah! fal- 
lacious pleaſures!—the azure, concave 
is again obſcur d ; and gloomy clouds 
unite in one dark e ami» 
able Joſeph, whom a tranſitory proſpett 
of. freedom for awhile amus d, per- 
Vor. II. H ceiv'd 


o 


(3s) 
ee ech feeble dawn of hope ſe» 
_ cluded from bis view. Phanor has 


forgotten me, ſaid he.— Ah! bow hard 
amidft the tow rings of ambition, to be 


jut to the claims of friendſhip. Tne 


mariner, eſcap'd from the tempeſt, 
wanders on the enchanting ſhore, and 
fearcely reflects on the ſtorm which 
Wen his rere 


Note, in the fecret counſels of the 
Wen the period was aſſign d 
for the expiration of Joſeph's affliction. 
—The era of his profperity drew 
near ; and Enoah, as he kept with Ab- 
diel invifible watch, thus in congratu- 
latory accents ts: The hour ap- 
proaches, when the ſufferings of the 
virtuous ſhall have an end. The ſon 
of Tfrael ſhall triumph over his adver- 
fity.; he ſhall be great in Egypt, and 


remoteſt poſterity ſhall revere his me- 


# 'v US. Fi a l + «al mory. 
| | 


( 39) 


mory.,—Let us, O Abdiel! adore 
| ETzxxai Wi 1950M,"Who, er he led 

his choſen ſervant to proſperity, by many 
ſorrows hath prepar'd his mind, leſt too 
elate in thoſe liberal bleſſings, it graſp. 
deſtru&ion.—Thus in the naturalworld, 
the hoary froſts of winter mellow the 
glebe, e er the GazarT Rur of the 
ſeaſons permits 2 ſun to dart too 


berce 3 A | beam. 
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| OW o'er half the terrene ball pre- 
. ſided ancient night,” waving her 
| ebon ſceptre oer the weary world: 
from behind her throne iſſues health's 
ever blooming daughter, gentle ſleep ; 
her countenance. is plump and ruddy, 


and perpetual ſmiles fit on her brow. 


Attended by ſilence, ſhe takes her 


walk among the habitations of men, 
1H f 9 ; and 


(% 

and paſſing the ſpleadid- dome, oſten 
wayes her ſomnific wand over the lowly 
cottage. The impriſon'd Hebrew felt 


her refreſhing influence, as he reclin'd 
on his callous pillow ; 3 whilſt the ſove- 
reigh of Egypt, full of the cares which 
oppreſs royalty, 'retir'd ſleepleſs to bis 
pavilion. Long he reclin'd on his ſu- 
perb couch, while the hoſts of Heaven 
advanc'd on their ſtated courle r 
W ny WES 
| 
4 K ſpirit was ime by the Ar- 
MIGHTY, to reveal to Pharaoh thoſe 
events which ſhould- ſhortly befal his 
kingdom, Sleep was permitted to ſeal | 
his watching eye-lids, and the immortal 
led his active imagination along the 
margin of the Nile.— In one of thoſe 
luxuriant meadows which are on the 
banks of that fertilizing river, the'mo- 
parch beheld ſeven lowing heifers full 


{ 
L 


6675 
n 
as many others, lean and ill-favour'd, 


approaching vith all the rapacity of 
hunger, inſtantly devour'd the ſeven fat 
kine.— As he meditated on the objefts 


before bim, his celeſtial conductor led 
him to a ſmiling valley where plenty 


bloom'd in unbounded luxuriance.— 
Seven cars of corn, more full and 
ripe than the reſt, attrafted his atten- 
tion; but ſuddenly they diſappear'd, 
and as many wither'd ſtalks aroſe in 
their room. The prince, full of aſto, 
niſhment awoke.— The viſion was no 
more, but the impreſſion of it abode 


on his remembrance. - He ſummon d 


vin impatience thoſe of his empire to 


the enquiries of their ſoyereign. _ 


whom the myſteries of ſcience were 


reveal'd,but they were unable to ſatisfy 


At 


" - awe ade” ACE: oo... i 
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(6) 
At that moment Phanor remember'd 
the companion of his impriſonment ; 
and a bluſh, deeper than vermilion, 
overſpread his cheek. Ah! ſaid he, 
how have I ſuffered the allurements of 
ambition to eraſe the memory of the 
unfortunate ; but I will haſten to Pha- 
raoh and atone for the ungenerous neg- 
lect.— He aroſe in haſte and repair'd 
to the royal apartment, where, proſtrate 
at the foot of the throne, he thus ad- 


dreſs'd the Mxious monarch :—Fatber 


of thy people ! this day I remember 
with confuſion my ingratitude, Whilſt 
condemr'd to languiſh beneath the bur- 
den of thy diſpleaſure, in a cheerleſs 
dungeon, ſecluded from the light of 
Heaven, I became acquainted with an 
Hebrew in whom the knowledge of 
futurity eminently refides ; let him be 
fummon'd to thy court ; he ſhall com- 
pole the anxieties of thy mind. 

Charm'd- 


paſa d the midnight 


(64) 


\ © Charm'd: with the velcome intelli- 


gence, Pharaoh | commanded his at- 


tendants to releaſe the Hebrew. from 


his ſolitary cell. —Purſuant to the royal 
mandate the meſſenger of freedom at- 
tain'd the priſon, where Joſeph was ele- 
vating his morning oriſons to the Gop 
of his fathers. Source of exiſtence, 


ſaid he, to Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael! 


I praiſe thee for the renovated day. 
Beneath thy providential care I have 


n ſweet rc. 
poſe. At thy command the vapours 
of night diſappear behind the black 
mountains. The ſtars are no longer 
ſeen; the planets hide their glowing 
beams till the ſhadows of eve recal | 


them to their nocturnal watch. At 


thine almighty fiat the vaſt chaotic maſs 


gliſten'd with riſing light; the congre- 
gated waters knew their deſtin d bed, 


and all the elements combin'd in har- 


223 mony. 
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(65) 
mony; Man then didſt thou form, and 
endow. with a capacity to contemplate 
and adore thy glorious attributes. —Oh! 
what exalted happineſs is theirs, who, 
retiring from the world, can in the ſtill 
retreat of diſtant woods adore their 
God, unſeen by human eyes; and ex- 
preſs the ardors of the kindling ſoul, 
unfetter'd by formal modes.—Though 
no ſuch bliſsful privilege be mine, my 
voice fromgheſe ſad dreary cells ſhall 
riſe to thedMor ſhall my grateful ſtrains 
beleſs acceptable, though utter'd with a 
ſigh and water'd by a penſive tear. 


Prepar'd to announce freedom to the 
ſon of Iſrael, the meſſenger of Pha- 
raoh enter'd the gloomy apartment 
with reverence not leſs profound than 
that with which a frail child of duſt 
greets an inhabitant of the ſkies. In 
vain, he exclaim'd, do power and afflu- 
Vor, II. 1 ence 


(66) 


. $a 6 refle@ luſtre on their 
wretched votaries. In vain the fplen. 
dor of ambition diſplays thoſe trap. 
Pings which attratt the foperficial 2 
zer. Virtue, fimply majeſtic, alone 
can charm the foul, Virtue is true 
greatneſs, and even around theſe dreary 
wallsreficfts a radiance ſuperior to the 
boaſted ornaments of royalty,—ſo- 
Teph; whoſe elevated piety had ren- 
_ der'd him ſuperior to the wictflitudes of 
mortality, gently breath'T an ejacula- 
tion to Heaven, His antiable counte- 
nance expreſs'd the grateful feelings 
of his ſoul.—He prepar'd to quit the 
gloomy manſion where he had ſeen re- 
peated years revolve their courſe, — 
Heavily on their hinges turn'd the maſ- 
five doors, and nature's glowing land- 
ſcapes ruſh'd on his delighted view.— 


The meads appear'd more beautifully 
enamell'd 


(®) 


enamell'd than be had ever beheld, 
and every tree ſeem'd fluſh'd with 
brighter verdure— He deſcry'd the 


flow'ry retreats where he had often 
wander'd.—Belov'd bowers, ſaid he, do 
I once more diſcern ye ?-Ah! yon- 
der are the ſummits of thoſe ſhades 
where I have frequently heard the in- 
ſtruttive converſe of the beneficent Po- 
tiphar.— There glides the ſtream, on 
whoſe ſedgy banks I have watch'd the 
wanton ſports of the finny tribe, He 
durſt no longer indulge the tender re- 
verie; reluctantly he quitted the in- 
tereſting ſcenes, and follow'd his con- 
duRQor to the regal manſion. O thou! 
he ejaculated, whoſe preſence has irra- 
diated my priſon, wilt thou ſtill be gras 
cious to thy ſervant, and give me fa- 
vour in the ſight of Pharaoh. Illumi- 
nate my ſoul, for thou art light! 


12 Joſeph 


(6) 


i Joſeph was nowfurroundedby ſcenes 
of ſplendor and magnificence. He 


ſuryey'd the lofty columns of marble, 


the ſtupendous dome, and ſuperb de- 
corations, which inſpire the beholder 
with aſtoniſhment. O Egypt! he ex- 
claim'd,” excelling in elegance and re- 
finement the nations around, how-mar- 
vellous are thy efforts of art !—thy la- 
bours of ſkilful induſtry !—Yet if in- 


tegrity preſides not beneath thy vaulted 


roofs, better is the ſhepherd's tent upon 
the chearleſs mountain.—In an apart- 
ment of the palace Phanor awaited 


| his arrival; the mix d emotions of joy 


and ſhame embarraſs'd his counte- 


nance. He haſten'd to expreſs his af- 


feQtionate tranſports, but a reflection 
on his paſt ingratitude reſtrain d his im- 


patient ſtep. e hid his averted face, 


but the benevolent Joſeph, who had 


diſcover'd his painful ſenſations, ran 


Ne 3 towards 


| 


* 
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To) 
towards him, and folding him in a ten - 
der embrace, exclaim'd, How much, 
my belov'd friend, is my happineſs 
augmented by the pleaſing conſciouſ- 


neſs of thine ?1' joy to meet thee 
among the | happy | ſharers of royal 
bounty.——Ah! return'd the diſtreſs'd 
Phanoar—can it be poſſible ?—ls this 
the yoice of him whoſe worth I ſo long 
permitted to languiſh in oblivion ? -O 
moſt generous of men! canſt thou in- 
deed forgive me ?—lt is the property 
of minds like thine to compaſſionate 
the weakneſs of humanity. The good 
alone know how to pardon, —Follow 
me to the preſence, of the ſovereign 
he is already inform'd of thy ſuffer- 
ings; he waits to reward them. 


Pharaoh, in whoſe amiable charac- 
ter were united the mild virtues of hu- 


manity, with thoſe ſhining talents which 
; adorn 


beneficent ſovereign ; with a modeſt 


 ouſmeſs of unſullied rectitude; 


(10) 


adorn empire, impatiently long' d to 
behold the ſon of Iſrael. He took a 


ſtrangers, and in learning the manners 
and cuſtoms of nations, incorporating 
ſuchas were moſt beneficial with hisown 
govertment,-As a wiſe architeR, in- 
tent on erefting a magnificent building, 
ſelects his materials with admirable 
cconomy and wiſdom, the hours appro- 
priated by other princes to indulgence 
and pleaſure, were by him employ'd in 
ptomoting the welfare of his belov'd 
people, and his munificence was ever 
che attendant of merit.— Joſeph found 
an eaſy acceſs to the preſence of his 


intrepidity he approach'd the throne, 


and through his expreſſive features 


ſhone forth that native greatneſs of 
mind, which ever reſults from a conſci- 


was 


peculiar delight in converſing with 


his air 


F 


(92) 
was that of benignity; and bad an 
aerial being, who comes fraught with 
an embaſſy of peace to mankind, 
ſought to conceal his ſplendor beneath 
the form of mortality, he would have 
choſen the amiable exterior of the ſon 
of Iſrael.— Already the ſovereign con- 
ſiders him as ſuperior to the race of 
mortals, and prepares to obey his word 
as the dictates of one inſpir d Nr 


ETERNAL, 


Joſeph, inform'd of the viſion which 
perplex'd the royal, mind, replied, 
O prince ! high inthe favour of Hea- 
ven! the Surxzux hath reveal'd to 

thee thoſe events which yet remain 
within the boſom of futurty.—Seven 
years of plenty await to crown thy 
happy land, when the vallies ſhall ſmile 
with ten- fold harveſts, and prolific na- 


ture PINOT” her liberal produtts,— 
4 Witilſt 


from the preſence of the king; he was 


oblivious tranquillity, which his unaſpi-' 


172) 


4 
- Whilſt yet the genial years diffuſe their 


kindly treaſures, improve, O Pharaoh 


the luxuriant bounty; — then is the time 
to expand thy ſtore-houſes, and to | 


reſerve the ſurplus of abundance ; for 
to thoſe prolific ſeaſons will ſucceed 
ſeven years of famine, when the Nile 
ſhall ceaſe to irrigate the ſteril earth, 
—Ruſt will invade the labourer's ſickle, 
and the penſive huſbandman recline in- 
active beneath his chearleſs ſhed. But 
Egypt, highly favour'd, ſhall not feel 
the ſcourge of the Ouuiror ENT; by 
the enlighten'd prudence of her go- 
vernors; ſhe ſhall evade the MT 
evil. 

|» Joſeph havin * declared a die- 
whes of Heaven, prepar'd to withdraw 


impatient to retire to thoſe ſcenes of 


27 ing 


' 
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ring imagination bad already pjQtur'd— 
to enjoy in peaceful obſcurity his be- 
Joy'd avocations; to cultivate ſome 
grazeful ſpot, or following his fleecy 
charge o'er the dewy mountain im- 
bibe the healthful breezes of the morn- 
ing but the ſovereign, animated by 
patriotie zeal for the welfare of his 
people, exclaim d, Retire not O thou 
whom the Ox 1$ciext bath inſpir d; 
I attend to thy voice as to the oracle 
of Heav'n, and with. gratitude receive 
this manifeſtation of divine benignity, 
Be thou ſtill near to aſſiſt our counſels 
with-thy ſuperior wiſdom. Who like 
thyſelf can teach us to evade thoſe 
evils, which through the dark clouds 
of futurity, have been diſcover'd by 
thy illumin'd eye? —I appoint thee 
next myſelf in power. | 


{ 


Scarcely had the monarch” ſpake, 


| eee ſhouts fill'd 1 exalted dome. 


among the multitude who ſurrounded 


to tend my father's flocks, and for any 


(74) 


when there aroſe a tremulous | noiſe 


the throne, —They repeated, as with 
one voice, O prince! born to proteR 
—to bleſs our happy land; in this thy 
choice, guided by wiſdom, we diſcern 
the paternal love thou beareſt thy peo- 
ple; long may'ſt thou reign to eſtab. 
liſh juſtice, truth, and ' meek-ey'd'mer. 
cy, o'er a grateful nation.—Again ap- 


' Joſeph came forward with a com- 
Ns and ſedate motion ;—he wav'd 
his hand, and filence again reſum'd her 
ſway ;—every eye was fix'd on him in 
profound attention.—Thy ſervant, ſaid 
he, illuſtrious ſovereign, poſſeſſes a mind 
inſenſible to the allurements of ambi- 
tion,—Accuſtom'd in my earlieſt youth 


cares 


(75) 


cares to receive his ſmiles; a rich re · 
ward! can now a wiſh to tread; the 
thorny- road of greatneſs animate my 
unaſpiring ſoul ?—Ah_ no :— It deli- 
neates no joys, but ſuch as ſpring amidſt - 
the tranquil. path of private life. I 
will retire to a remote corner of thy do- 
minions, and employ the hours which 
by thy clemency are crown'd with free- 
dom, in ardent prayers for thy felicity. 
May the bleſſings of the ETzxxnaL 
alight on thy land! May they deſcend 
as the vernal ſhowers which refreſh the 
hills of Canaan !——A. company of 
friends are aſſembled to celebrate ſome. 
propitious event ;—the dreadful tidings 
are announc'd that one of them is no 
more: — has breath'd his laſt at the 
hour he prepar'd to join the feſtive 
throng ;—the voice of joy is ſuſpend» 
ed,;—dejeftion fits on every counte- 
nance: Such were the emotions of the 
| K 2 Egyptians, 


| 476) 
Egyptians, when the Hebrew had ut- 
ter'd his reply. Diſappuiniment cloud · 
ed the face of majeſty. Joſeph verned 
a profound ſigh ; again he advane'd to 
ſpeak ; again attention awaited his 
words; he reſum'd': Comvine d, O 
Egyptians of the cares which are an · 
hex'd to greatneſs, I deelin d the de. 
ceitful path I ſought the calm de · 
lights of obſeutity ; but I have no. will 
ſave that of Heav'n; adverſity bas 
taught me to bend every ſecret wiſh to 
its all wiſe decrees; from the eatlieft 
dawn of reaſon I have fought the fell. 
_ city of others; if by accepting thoſe 
high honours, which far farpaſs my 
poor deſerts, I eah be inſtrumental to 
that great end,. acquieſce; —for 
this 1 will reſign the peaceful ſcenes, 
which influenc'd my humble choice; 
«I will forego thoſe trahquil pleafures 
0 0 a „ e affor t. 


Scarcely 


(97) 
utter'd, when the air again reyerberated 
with joyous acclamations. Pharaoh haſ - 
tily deſcending from his throne, inveſ- 
ted tho modeſt Joſeph with the inſignia 
of dignicy 3 he put a ring on his finger, 
and rob'> him in a flowing veſtment of 
the richeſt: purple. But he who bad 
long been converſant with afflition, 
was now ſuperior to the toys of gran- 
deny, He reſembled a graceful cedar, 
which bends not before the impetuous 
ſtorm, neither iv the verdure of its 
leaves ſcorch'd by thoſe fervid beams 
which wither the flexile branches of 
the vine, He declin'd apartments in 
the regal. manſion, and retir'd to an 
_ humble dwelling which was unadorn'd 
by ſilver or gold; — the walls were co- 
ver'd by the branches of a woodbine, 
intermingled with thoſe of an odor» 
dus myrile;—a 2 from an adja- 
cent 


bar a ahn. T7 
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beit bock fell with an agreeable-mir« 


mur, and gently ſtealing along its wind- 


ing courſe, heighten d the beauty of the 


charming meadows, The unaſpiring 
roof was ſhaded by a grove of umbra- 


geous palms, where the feather'd ſong« 


ſters - aſſembled to chant their matin 
ſong, or fill the evening air with their 
grateful warbles for the pleaſures of the 
light, But ſounds more delightful than 
theſe were often, heard in the happy 
abode ; they were the benedictions of 
the oppreſs d, in whoſe behalf Joſeph 
employ'd the power with which he was 
inveſted. He xreſcu d indigence from 
the tyranny. of the wealthy, and re- 
dreſs'd/ the widow and her pining or- 
phans: juſtice wav'd her impartial 
ſceptre o'er the land; mercy extended 
benign influence ; and peace diffus d 
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Jo the retreat which Joſeph had 
choſen, Pharaoh would often retire to 
enjoy the moſt delicious moments of 
his life; to diſengage bis attention 
from the cares of royalty, and taſte 
the exaltedpleaſures of virtuous friend» 
ſhip; Remote from the tumult of a 
buſy world, they -paſs'd thoſe filver 
hours in rational diſquiſitions ; they 
reaſon'd on the firſt cauſe of all things ; 
the beauty and harmony of the moral 
world :—then they ſpake of the ex- 
cellency of virtue, and the divine plea- 
ſures of friendſhip, —The voice of the 
prince ſeem'd animated vith rapture 
as he dwelt on the tranſporting theme, 
O chou union of congenial ſouls! he ex- 
claim'd, thou art the fovereign balm 
of life !—hoy doſt thou exalt and har- 
monize the mind which owns thy ſacred 
influence. Yet whilſt thou poureſt 


| thy l on the n * fly 1 
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delgbeeg to extend thy celeſtial wing, 


friendſhip ſo e hair mo · 


TIY 


\ the eager purſuits of royalty? On the 


humble dwellings of mediocrity, thou 


and ſhun'ſt che more. ſplendid apart 


Ments of a regal dome. Tell me, | 


O Joſeph | for thou haſt fathom's the 
human heart, why-are the bleſſings of 


naehe? 


f That e of the buman 
mind, replied theHebrev, loves the ge- 
nerous ſoil which is enrich d by intrin- 


fic worth. It can be only permanent 


in hearts ennobled by the love of vir- 
uo. But ſeck not, O my prince for 
ſuch as cheſe among the multitudes who 


throng thy court. They are too oft 
the amhitiaus and the vain ; for ge- 
nine: merit loves the ſhade, nor courts 


obſervance of the great,—The fragrant 
violet appears not amidſt the gaudy 


Lins which enamel the open lawn: on 
| | ſome 


(%:) 


ſome ſhaded bank it breathes its innate 
Tweets, ſereen'd by aſpiring brambles 
from the excurſive eye. Would'ſt 
thou poſſeſs the friendſhip of the good 
and wiſe, fear not the voice of truth ; 
| ſhe is her divine colleague —Cberiſh 
not thoſe who flatter thy paſſions, but 
dread the delicious poiſon of their lips 
more than the creſted ſerpent which 1 1. 
habits Ethiopian wilds. Prize ſolid 
virtue more than ſhining talents; and 
know, who moſt defires to obtain wy 
'fayour, leaſt deſerves it. 
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"A BEDIENT to divine command, 
the earth pour'd forth her abun- 

dant ſtores, and from her maternal lap 
diffus'd thoſe plenteous harveſts by 
which the fainting nations were ſup- 
ply'd.—Egypt reſembled a ſpacious 
corn field yielding its golden produQs 
to the ſun. The mountains' verdant 
fides were cover'd with mantling vines 

| 95 loaded 
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Joaded with delicious fruitage; and the 
branches af the gliys bod beneath 
their precious burthen.— 4A traveller, 
as he journey d along the ſummit of 
the hills, heard the voice of joy from 
the vallies beneath; for ere the roſy 
dan had gilded the caſt, troops of aſſi- 
duous ſwains began their rural taſk, nor 
reſign'd their toil till dewy evening 
advanc'd, No longer capable of la- 
bour, the ancient peaſant leads a train 
of infant deſcendants to the field 
there, as with {miles they view the ac 
tive ſcene, the hoary ſage recounts 
thoſe days of youth, when riſing to an- 
ticipate the dawn, he foremaſt of the 
 S#vainsbegan the pleaſing labour. 

Amidſt the deep retreats of ancient 
woods were heard the woodman's 
ſtrokes; and fleeping echoes were 
awakea'd by thoſe efforts which ſever'd 
pn fromtheir baſe whoſe 
L 2 tops 
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\ tops deſcending to the earth, cans? 4 : 


her to feel a tremulous motion, as 
when ſubterraneous fires ſtruggle with- 
in her central boſom. The Nile ſuf. 
tain'd whole foreſts on its ſwelling 
wave, deſign'd to form thoſe ſpacious 
granaries, which at command of Joſeph 
were built throughout the land, 


The benevolent Hebrew perceiving 


the affection of the Egyptians for their 


king, deſirous to render yet more per- 
manent the delicate tic, prevail'd on 
Pharaoh to make a tour through his 
now ſmiling land. —The monarch had 
aſcended the throne of his fathers to 
reign over a numerous people; but 
the extent of his- dominions he had 
never ſeen : the-crowded city and the 
cultivated plain were to him alike un- 


known. Since the day of his attain- 
ment, the ſtately limits of his palace 


bad 
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had been the boundaries of his ſight. 
Content not thyſelf, ſaid the fon of 
Iſrael, like the princes who have gone 
before thee, with ſuſtaining the ſolitary 
burden of royalty; nor like them ſuf- 
fer thy days to waſte in pompous in- 
dolence, without an effort to preſerve 
the love of thoſe thou governeſt.— 
Diſtance, my prince, may cheriſh ſer- 
vile awe, but ne'er inſpir'd love. De- 
ſpiſe the obedience which is extorted 
by thy power, and aſpire to a more 
grateful ſway, the empire of the mind. 
— Conciliate the affections of thy peo- 
ple; reign in their wills, their hearts, — 
Thus, when thy days are number'd, and 
all the honours which adorn thy brow 
are mingled with the duſt, thou ſhalt 
not need the ſculptor's art to fave thy 
memory from oblivion. In characters 
indelible it ſhall be writ, and ard | 
vill guard the ſacred truſt, : 

Accom- 


(686) 


A besde peel by bis faithful mini- 
* Pharaoh aſcended his chariot ; the 
rapid wheels roll'd o'er the enamell'd 
plains; the whole country appear'd 
before them as a delicious garden, wa- 


ter d by innumerable rivulets diffus de 


from the parent Nile; theſe moiſtening 
the glebe, ſpread verdure and fertility ; 
and now labour ſuſpended his toil; in- 
duſtry-reclin'd on his ploughſhare.— 
The villagers ran with one accord; 
they ſtood in innumerous rows on 
either fide ; they firipp'd the verdant 
Palm of its branches, and, as with one 
voice they ery, Proſperity attend the 
father of his people! and bleſſings be 
on the head of Joſeph !—The heart 


of the Tovereign melted with ſenſations 
to Which he had ever been a ſtranger ; 
He felt an inexpreſſible delight, and 
from his cheek wip'd a paternal tear, — 
0 thee, he cried, as he tenderly em- 

| brac'd 


(%) 
brac'd the ſon of Iſrael, do I owe theſe 
&tatic feelings !—Surely, if Heaven 
had not bleſs'd me with thy counſels, I 
had never taſted thoſe tranſports which 
now. elevate me above mortality 
What is the boaſted happineſs of roy: 
alty, but the power of promoting the 
felicity of thouſands? An mexhauſti- 
ble ſpring of delight ariſes in the mind 
af that king, who, beholding his ſub- 
jets with the affeftionate eye of a ten» 
der father, ſees them enjoyiwg4haſe 
them. Can the moſt unbounded con- 
queſt yield a pleaſure comparable to 
one ſuch delicious refleQion ? | 


Joſeph reply'd, Unhappy, O my ſa- 
yereign! muſt be that nation whoſe 
king is actuated by a thirſt of conqueſt. 
Vain glorious ambition! whichjlike:the 
baneful breath of peſtilence, ſpreadsbha- 


vock 


186) 
vock and deſtruction where it lighis: 
Cities ſubdu d and vaſt dominions gain d 
are but as ducts which drain the vi. 
tals of the ſtate !—Ah ſee! all pale, 


emaciated, ſhe leans and haftens to her 
fate,—Forc'd from their peaceful cot- 
tage ſhe beholds her ſwains compell'd 
to quit the fickle for the martial ſpear, 
and rugged thorns o'erſpread her de. 
ſert plains :—then art reclines her pal. 
lid cheek, commerce contracts her out- 
ſtretch'd ſails, and drooping labour 
mourns.—Theſe, O my prince! are 
woes which ever wait the deſtruQtive 
foot of war..—Far from thy land may 
Heaven avert the awful ſcourge, and 
bid fair peace diffuſe her precious 
olives! 


They now penetrated the interior 
parts of Egypt, and beheld extenſive 
-wilds which for progreſſive ages had 
| imbib'd 
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imbib'd the ſolar rays ; yet, like ſome 
wretched miſer, deep withheld their 
latent treaſures. The putrid moraſs 
emitted an unhealthful effluyia to the 
fleeting gale, and noxious weeds ob- 
ſcurd thoſe plains which woo'd the 
morning beams: theſe, by the advice 
of Joſeph, the monarch diſtributed in 
juſt proportions to the huſbandmen. 
The fteril earth ſoon acknowledg'd 
the hand of cultivation, and return'd 
her grateful ſtores ; and now thoſe ex- 
tended tracts, which ſo lately yielded a 
dreary proſpeQ to the tir'd eye, pre- 
ſented a chearful landſcape, variegated 
with peaceful cottages and grazing 
flocks. To unſocial filence ſucceeded 
the voice of artleſs joy, reſounding from 
the ſweet abodes of innocence.— The 
ſwain returning at the evening hour, is 
welcom'd by a ſmiling offspring; he 
partakes of the wholeſome viands which 
Vol. II, M 25 
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8 the tender matron has provided, and 
guiltleſs feſtivity enlivens the humble 
roof,—Purſue your evening paſtime, 

gs of humility ; ye bave never 


trod th& thorny path of greatneſs ; ye 
have never breath'd an ambitious ſigh; 
the peace which courts yield not is 
your's. feta £1 7h 


In every contribution thou exaQteſt, 
ſaid the Hebrew, beware, O Pharaoh! 
that thou oppreſs not the laborious hule 
bandman. The merchant may pro- 
vide the elegancies, the artiſt the con- 
veniencies, of life; but agriculture 
alone forms the ſolid wealth of Egypt. 
Impolitie muſt be that government 


which permits this claſs of men to feel 


the weight of its ſupport.— Ve patient 
children of toil ! drink ye every one 
the fruit of his own vine, beneath 


the ſhadow of its branches: the hand 


of 


r 
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of majeſty ſhall augment rather than 
diminiſh your cup. Pharaoh, as he 
viſited the flouriſhing cities of his king- 
dom, was charm'd with their ſplendor 
and magnificence ; his preſence diffus d 
joy to every breaſt ; united voices aſ- 
cending to the ſkies, implor d bleſſingson 
hour king, and on the head « Joſeph. 


| The monarch return'd to his palace, 
follow d by the benediQtions of his nu» 
merous ſubjeas, who conſider him as 
the guardian of their liberty and bap- 
pineſs ; ; and the ſon of Iſrael, exulting 
in the felicity he had promoted, en- 
Joy'd in his retirement thoſe precious 
rewards which the benevolent heart 
ever draws from itſelf ;—rewards too 
great for pen of mortal to deſcribe; 
—but ye ſhall know, ye Heaven en- 
lighten'd few !—ye who delight in com- 


municating happineſs—whoſe every 


M a2 thought 
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thought teems with exalted love to 
Gov, to man to you angelic whiſpers 
| ſhall unfold, and your expanded heats 
wall own the pure, the extatic bliſs, 


In che benign boſom of the Hebrew 
the remembrance of injuries was as 
unſtable traces on the flutuating ſand, 
which the redundant tide eraſes, and 
they are no more. He had affiduouſly 

- fought the deſcendants of Potiphar, 
that he might repay the kindneſs he had 
receiv'd from the moſt benevolent of 
men; yetvainwere his grateful fearches; 
the viciſſitudes which attend the race of 
men, had wrapt their fortunes inoblivion. 
—As he one day walk'd out, intent on 
exploring the footſteps of mifery, that 
in thoſe wounds which ſhe had inflic- 
ted, he might infuſethe balmof comfort, 
he ſaw a youth of an ingenuous mien, 
penſive and alone: the ſprightly tra- 
; ces 


| (93) 
tes of juvenile chearfulneſs were 
eclips'd. by ſorrow ; and he ſat beneath 
a cypreſs, gazing on a brook which 
filently glided at his feet. —- Joſeph drew 
near him; and as he approach'd, the 
recolleftion of thoſe hours which 
friendſhip and gratitude had endear'd 
to his remembrance, aroſe on his mind; 
the reſemblance of Potiphar was be · 
fore him, and his ſoul was abſorptin 
thoſe amiable ſenſibilities which had 
impreſs'd his youthful mind. Tell me; 
ſaid he, thou whoſe countenance fuſ. 
tains the veſtiges of ſorrow, whence 
ariſes thy grief ?—Surely I perceive in 
thee the lineaments'of one ſtill preci» 
ous to my memory. 


The youth, aſtoniſh'd, proſtrated 
himſelf to the ground. May that 
peace, ſaid he, which is ſuperior to the 
voice of an applaufive world, O my 

| lord! 


| UP  * 
lord! be thine! But ſeek not thou 
the wretched fortunes of an orphan 
who is bereft of every friendly ſuc- 
cour.— When Potiphar, my fire, . who 
long had borne the preſſure of adver- 
ſity, found in the tomb an aſylum from 
his woes, I was left to ſuſtain alone the 
ſcorn. of an unfeeling world, without a 
| friend to N my hapleſs 1 

| Joſeph * 5 no 1 ſuppreſs his 
emotion; he interrupted the unfiniſh'd 
tale. I thank thee, he exclaim'd, O 
thou ETzxxaL!—1I behold the off- 
ſpring of my benefactor.— O Potiphar! 
whoſe friendſhip taught my youthful 
heart to own a ſecond fire, why heard 
I not once more thy friendly voice ?— 


Why ſaw I not the melting kindneſs 


of thine eye, c'er thou hadſt ſlept in 
everlaſting night? — But I will ſeek 
thy tomb, and water with my tears the 

K 1 
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ſdd which hides thy relics from unhal- 
low'd eyes: the pureſt breezes of the 
morn ſhall viſit it, and all the balmy 
des of eve deſcend upon the ſacred 
turf. Come thou, who art already near 
my heart ! one fate ſhall now unite us, 
— The love I bore thy fire rekindles 
in my breaſt.— O Potiphar ! moſt be- 
neficent of men! how often at thy 
plenteous table have the children of 
penury forgot their wants, and ſorrow 
ſtood ſuſpended at thy door? — But 

who can ſay to riches, Ye are mine 7 

To honors, I poſſeſs ye? for whilſt the. 

breath dies on his lip, the boaſted en- 

joyments are no more. Leſs perma- 
nent is all terreſtrial bliſs than are the 
gelid drops before the ſhining. day. 


Sometimes, during the noAturnal 
hours, fancy in her aerial career attains 


the verge of a tremendous precipice; 
e's 


* 


(96) 
the craggy rack retires from beneath; 
—ſhe ſinks; — Deſtruction waits within 


the yawning gulph.— At that terrific 
moment, ſome friendly hand ſnatches 
ber from the pernicious brink. Loſt in 
| tranſport, ſhe views her deliverer with 
gratitude too great for utterance.— 

Such were the ſenſations of Auletes the 
ſon of Potiphar, at the words of Jo- 
ſeph ; he lifted his yet gliſtening eye 
from the ground, but remain'd fix'd-in 
filence. The Hebrew tranſlated the 
expreſſive look; for generous minds 
can ſoon deſcry their fair reſemblance 
in the kindred breaſt ; he led him to 

his houſe, where unreſtrain'd affection 
hade every grief be buſh'd.—Thus a 
tender flower, which the bleak north 
wind tears from its root, is ſhelter'd be- 
neath the friendly branches of a- cedar. 


1 3 the avocations 


of office left his own, Joſeph applied 
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the cultivation of the young mind 
of Auletes. He beheld reaſqn ariſing 
unclouded from out the miſts of child- 
hood, and perceiv'd the ſeeds of virtue 
waiting ſome friendly hand to rear 
them into ſocial action. Then was the 
"moment for friendſhip to exert its 

power ; for judgment, more mature, 

to guide the unſteady thought, and fix 
the veering motions of the ſoul ; meet 
taſk for him, whoſe wiſdom was ob- 
tain'd of ſtern adverſity—whoſe every 
virtue was enhanc'd by ſuffering! How 
infinite are my obligations to thee, beſt 
of friends ! ſaid the youth, ſince to the 
favours thy liberal hand beſtows, thou 
addeſt one more invaluable than all. 
The human mind, uncultivated, feels a 
vacuum midſt a plenitude of bliſs.— 
Tis education gives a zeſt to every 
bleſſing ; tis that by which I taſte the 
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numerous bounties Heaven and thot 
beſtoweſt. 


77 6 


But whilſt the divine exerciſes of be. 
nevolence ſerv'd to unbend the mind 
of Joſeph from the cares of his ex- 
alted ſtation, the image of the beau. 
teous daughter of Poti-pherah was not 
eras'd from his memory. Pharaoh, de- 
ſirous to ally him to his country, by 
the ſoft bands of love, ſought to unite 
him to one of the illuſtrious virgins of 
his court; but the heart of the Hebrew 
could admit no obje& but its beloy'd 
Aſenath.—Often was he prompted to 
repoſe the tender ſecret in the affec- 
tionate boſom of his ſovereign ; but 
he knewnot the charming maid return'd 
his love ; and the delicacy of his paſ- 
ſion dreaded the interference of roy - 
alty. ——The daughter of Potipherah, 
ſaid he, excels in beauty ; ; her eyes are 
brighter 
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brighter than the gems of the eaſt ; 
the bluſhes on ber cheeks reſemble the 
harbinger of day :—yet if her heart 
owns. not a mutual flame, ſhall the 
friendſhip of Pharaoh draw her to my 
arms. If her affections be not mine, 
how imperfect were my happineſs !— 
Tis the ecſtatic union of the mind I 
ſeek ; that only can ſecure my bliſs, 


Adduated by theſe ſentiments, he laid 
the emblems of rank aſide, and, unat- 
tended, ſought the dwelling of Poti- 
pherah.—Ere the quiv'ring ſun beams 
were departed from the mountains, he 
'attain'd the peaceful vale, where the 
ſnowy flocks repoſe; far from the noiſe 
of mankind. The courſe of a rivulet, 
flowing with a placid ſound over the 
ſmooth pebbles, conducted him to a 
valley where the foot of ambition had 

N 2 never 
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never trod, nor pride difplay'd het 
party- colour d plumes; all was ſimpli- 
city and peace. To this calm retreat 
Peti-pherak had retir'd when the atmi- 
able partner of his ſoul ceas'd to be 
among the living, to indulge his ſor- 
rows, atid to cultivate the youthful mind 
of his belov'd Aſenath. Here they 
coſitemplated the works of creation, 
trac'd their GxzarT Formtr in the 
charming face of nature, or met him 
amongſt the ſta Fs, 


The venerable man was ſitting at 
the door of his tranquil abode, half 
conceal'd by a cluſter of odotous 
ſhrubs: the opening roſe-bud and the 
. Woodbine form'd over his head a fra- 
grant auvning.— Near him reclin'd on 
a moſſy bank enamell'd with violets, 
the lovely Aſenath ; her ſnowy arms 
ſupported a lacerated ' lamb which had 

wander'd 
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winder'd from the fold ; it gaſp'd for 
Hf, and ſhe embalm d it with her tears; 
«Cheriſh, O my child! ſaid the hoary 
fire, every tender, every benevolent 
affection. Mercy excludes not from 
its care, even the irrational inhabitants 
of the globe.—-As the extended deep 
yields thoſe prolific ſhowers, which, re- 
freſhing the thirſty earth, are again re- 
ceiv'd by the patent ocean ; fo ſhalt 
thou give thy bread to the hungry, and 
thy cup to him who is athirſt, and thy 
ſoul ſhall be repaid with felicity. Who 
hath created ten thouſand worlds, that 
they might rejoice in his beneficence ? 
The Mosr Hicn ; he delights in the 
happineſs of his creatures.—Imitate, 
O Afenath! the divine benignity.— 
The effuſions of a benevolent heart 
are more precious than the ſpicy odours 
of Arabian groves ——The hypocrite 
bows down in the temple, and lifts his 
Fenin 
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petitions to Heaven; but the winds 
| ſhall diſperſe them; for the widow and 
the orphan pine in indigence, and he 
regards not their miſery, —His ſacri- 
- fices are unpleaſing to the ET ERNAIL: 
the being who form'd him cannot de- 
light in him. | 


The approach of the Hebrew was 
announc'd by the ruſtling of the thick 
branches ; his animated eyes met thoſe 
of Aſenath, and a bluſh more ruddy 
- than the dawn was enkindled in her 
cheek. Poti-pherab, whoſe peaceful 
retirement was the reſidence of hoſpi- 
tality, aroſe to greet the welcome ſtran- 
ger See, ſaid he, the ſhades of even- 
ing approach; thoſe aſpiring hills re- 
Met their dark ſhadow o'er the valley: 
—enter then this abode of innocence 
and peace; here no unſocial paſſion 


nels; no niggard hand offers a ſcanty 
refreſh- 
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His eee 
take with us what bounteous nature af- 
fords. | 


Aſenath, obedient to her fire, had 
withdrawn to prepare a repaſt, —Her 
fair hands collected the moſt delicious 

grapes of the vintage ; the induſtrious 
hive yielded he choiceſt honey, and 
ſhe ſet on milk of kine. No baneful 
diſeaſe lurk'd beneath ſpecious covers; 
the wholeſome meal was prepar'd by 
temperance, and ſeaſon'd by chearful- 
neſs. - We adore thee, O SourxcE or 
BENETICENCEI ſaid the ancient, who 
ſcattereſt plenty o er the lap of nature, 
and biddeſt the varied creation admi- 
niſter to the comfort of mankind !— 
Thou ſuſpendeſt the ſun in the azure 
- concave, not only to enlighten our 
ſteps and gladden us with his beams, 
but toimpart flavour to the fruits which 
. 8 ſo 
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fo mych delight ourtaſte, The lowing 
herds, whoſe bellowings cauſe the rocks 
to reverberate, contribute to our ſub. 
ſiſtence; and even the inſet world ex. 
haſt their little lives in toil for us: 
for us the bee explores the enamell'd 
heath, and ſucks the ſubtle eſſence of 
the ſweeteſt flowers,—Let the voice of 
gratitude aſcend to thee the UNIVIR- 
8AL Loxy |—let the creatures of thy 
love yield the willing tribute of thank(- 
giving! from the crowded city to the 
breezy plain, may choral hymns re- 
ſound thy praiſe, +SanQify thoſe bleſ- 
ſings thou beſtoweſt ] give them to nou- 
riſh our feeble frames, and enable us 
with renew'd fervor to adore thy love! 


W hilt they were ſeated at the 
friendly repaſt, Recount, my ſon, ſaid 
the ſage, what accident has led thy 


footſteps to theſe filent plains ; or boy 
5 ha 
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haſt thou penetrated this obſcure receſs, 
where we paſs the hours in ſweet obli- 
vion of terreſtrial things, —O enviable 
tranquillity ! return'd the ſon of Iſrael, 
How delightful thus to retire from a 
degenerate world, and, unfetter'd by ty- 
rannic cuſtom, obey the voice of rea- 
ſon and of nature ! to contemplate 
 theSourcs or aLLPzrFEECTION ! and 
on the ſacred model form the bias of 
the mind, till every virtue is enkindled, 
and the. ErERNAL beholds his own 
pure image in the riſing ſoul !—Such 
were the placid joys on which I dwelt 
with rapture ; but Hz who governs all 
events, will'd me a different lot, and 
from a dungeon's deſolate abyſs rais'd 
me to my ſovereign's fayor :—yet what 
are all the honours of a ſplendid court, 
what the unbounded confidence of my 
prince, without Aſenath's love Ah l 
vain are the allurements of wealth, the 

Vor. II. O chaims 
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charms of greatneſs, if Heaven and 
you withhold the precious boon, 


The lovely maid, in whoſe ingenu- 
ous breaſt deceit could never boaſt a 
momentary reſidence, heard the ſoft 
confeſſion ; a chaſten'd joy ſhone in her 
radiant eyes ; ſhe felt, and own'd a mu- 
tual flame. Now proſtrate at the feet 
of Poti-pherah they awaited the fiat of 
| their ſelicity.— 4A moment's ſilence 
ſucceeded, The venerable parent 
looking up to Heaven exclaim'd, Be- 
hold, O thou Surgtms! an union 
where avarice has no part. Ves, my 
| belov'd children! ye are one; by my 
ſacred function I cement your long 
tried faith; but to the ETrzxnar let 
us offer a grateful ſacrifice, and mingle 
our praiſes with the altar's hallow'd 


| lame. 
jo 
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. | Joſeph and Aſenath follow'd their 
venerable conductor to a thick wood; 
on every ſide majeltic cedars ſhed an 
awful ſhade, In this ſacred retires 
ment the pious ſage often clevated his 
oriſons to the Oww1eoTENT ; and here 
he had ercQed an altar of the green 
turf.— Joſeph caught an unblemiſh d 
lamb of the flock ; the prieſt lifts the 
hallow'd knife; the blood of the vic- 
tim bedews the ſacred earth. 


While the myſtic rites were perform- 
ing, the youths and virgins of the ham- 
let bad aſſembled, rob'd in veſtments of 
white, and crown'd with wreaths of the 
verdant olive, They ſung, Hail, vir- 
tuous love! bright emanation of the 
ETzRNAL SAE ! cement of bliſs ce- 
leſtial and terrene! The groves of 
Eden by thy power aſſum'd a brighter 
verdure ; young zephyrs ſofter blew; 
| 353 and 
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| and every ſmiling ſcene new heauties 
cleim'd to bleſs the human pair, By 
thee inſpir'd, the heavenly gales breathe 
ſweeter fragrance, and the unfading 
_ amaranth diſcloſes a freſher bloom.— 
Celeſtial flame! which can only in con- 
genial minds exiſt ; tis thine to exalt 
our mortal bliſs, and anticipate divine, 


And now the kindling flames con- 
ſume the - ſacrifice ; thick clouds of 
Tmoke aſcend to Heaven; the Erza- 
NAL ſaw, well pleas'd, and bleſs'd the 
virtuous pair ; and the ſeraphs who 
ſurrounded the myſtic fane, beheld a 
paſſion as refin'd as that which warms. 
their own celeſtial breaſts. -The holy 
man ſtands by the ſacred altar, and 
thus he lifts his ardent petitions to the 
everlaſting throne: Gxrar Sovnct 
of thoſe ſenſations which ennoble and 
refine our nature ! eternal ſpring and 

| 2 centre 
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centre of our happineſs! O let thy 
choiceſt bleſſings light on thoſe whom 
congenial virtue has united! May 
- each ſucceeding day prove but the ce- 
ment of that tender tie which links their 
kindred minds! and when at length 
the hand of death ſhall open the eter- 
nal doors, in a ſweet tide of grateful 
ecſtacy, may their gentle ſpirits mingle 
with the FounTAin or EXISTEZNCE! 
— (Go, ye belov'dpair!—the light divine 
ſhall ſhine around your path H ſee, I 
ſee the prophetic day ! it dawns on my 
raviſh'd ſight, when the poſterity of [o- 
ſeph and Alenath ſhall be multiplied 
in the land which God ſhall give his 
people; as a vine ſhall it ſpread forth, 
as a goodly vine by the waters, which 
taketh hold of the mighty rocks, and 
ſpreadeth among the everlaſting hills, 


The foul of Poti-pherah was rapt 
into futurity ; he was oppreſs'd by ſen- 
. | ſations 
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fations too powerful for mortality; he 
reclin'd on his children, and the tear of 
tranſport fell from his eye. 


THE 
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BOD Ex 
1 from the copious ſtores 
of nature, plenty was diſpens d 


o'er an exulting world, the inhabitants 
of Canaan, immers'd in ignorance like 
the nations around, knew not the A1 
MIGHTY SOURCE of their abundance. 
Every valley reſounded with idola- 
trous devotion; and ſcarce a grove 
wav'd its majeſtic top but beheld its 
* awful 
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awful ſhade polluted with victims of 
ſuperſtition, On every hill ſome gloo- 
my idol receiv'd the frantic worſhip of 
its votaries ; and the moon, ſent by her 
ALlmictty Formtr to enlighten the 
earth, beheld them with myſtic dances 
| hallow her approach.— The patriarch 
Iſrael lamented the impious degene- 
racy, and in thoſe meetings, when con- 
vivial mirth mark'd the feſtive hours, he 
ſought to enlarge the clouded reaſon of 
his companions to the comprehenſion of 
one omnipreſent being ; and from the 
abundance which the fruitful ſeaſons 
yielded, to awaken piety and gratitude 
to Heaven,—Behold, my friends, he 
would ſay, this fair profuſion of nature's 
gifts! See yonder valley yellow with 
corn, andthoſe hills adorn'd with mant- 
ling vines ! The olive yields a pre- 
_ cious oil, the gliding ſtreams abound 
vith finny tribes, and even the ambient 

air 
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air is fill'd with harmony. Enjoy the 
beauties which thus delight ; but can 
you be unmindful of the power from 
whence thoſe various bleſſings flow ? 
The ſun indeed imparts his fervent rays 
to gild the waving vale. and improve 
the purple tinQure of the juicy grape: 
yet doubtleſs an almighty hand en- 
kindled the reſplendent lamp, and ſuſ- 
pended it in the azure vault, —The 
moon imbibes her pleaſing light from 
that ſuperior orb.—The ſtars, whoſe 
lambent rays glitter profuſely in the 
etherial arch, are guided by that Ex Ex- 
NAL Deity whoſe preſence pervades 
all ſpace, whoſe temple is the univerſe; 
too extenſive even for imagination's ut- 
moſt bounds.—Conſfider the powers of 
the human ſoul, Can ſuch be the work 
of ought but an Own1sciexT Gon; 
and ſhall the mind, thus noble in her 
facuities, yield adoration to a rugged 
Vor, II. P maſs, 
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maſs, by buman art diagg'd from its 


earthy. bed? No more, my friends, 
degrade your celeſtial origin ; attend 
me to yonder grove, where to receive 
your ſenſeleſs homage the grim idol 
fits enthron'd, + 


Iſtacl, though infpir'd with holy fer- 
vor, and zealous for the worſhip of 
the one true Gop, addreſs'd them not 
in the language of invettive; no racks, 
nor flames enforc'd his faith ; fuch are 
the dreadful-modes of later ages, when 
miſtaken: zealots think, that by male- 
volence and rage they promote the ho- 
nor of the Gop ox PRAcER. His looks 
were thoſe of gentleneſs, and mild per- 
ſuaſion.wasthe attendant of his words. 


They follow him to the ſhade, facred 
to-ſuperſtition's dreadful rites.— Jacob 

hurls the pond'rous idol from its place, 
andi its broken fragments are ſcatter'd 


On 
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run from their dark abodes ; pale ter: 
ror is on every caumenance, and each 
moment they expe the avenging 
lightning to dart on the profaner gf 
their worſhip, Divine influence ar: 
companies the pious zeal, and conyer+ 
ted multitudes requeſt him to make 
known the Cop of Abraham. 25 
[ 

jy <a an open plain, from every ran 
of which the delighted eye was greeted 
by luxuriant views, Iſrael determin'd 
to ereft an altar to the SuraIU E. 
This enchanting ſpot he choſe, that the 
beautiful ſcenes around might more 
forcibly impreſs the yielding heart with 
conviGion of an all-wiſe CREATOR. 
Soon a {imple edifice appear'd of un- 
wrought ſtones; and the vallies, long 
us'd to idolatrous ſtrains, refaunded 


, with a of rational devotion, One 
0 P 2 day 
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day in ſeven they celebrated with more 
than uſual ' ſolemnity ; it was then the 
patriarch rehears'd to his converted au- 
dience thoſe traditions which his anceſ- 
tors had receiv'd from the firſt of men. 
He recounted the wonders of creation; 
ſhew'd them that at the almighty word 
earth inſtantaneouſly burſt her veil of 
darkneſs, and wond' ring ſpheres beheld 
her riſe replete in beauty .—He expa- 
tiated on the felicity of man at that 


bleſs'd period, when unacquainted with 


fin, he was permitted to apprehend the 


OMNI RESENT Deity, converſe with 


angels, and breathe immortal air ;— 
next he diſplay d the human ſoul, de- 
preſs d in her powers, enervated in her 
faculties by the malignant ſtain ; the 
will perverſe; inclining ſtill to evil; and 
clouded reaſon, unable to enforce the 
good ſhe dimly ſees ; then groſs idola- 
try, rear d her impious throne, when 
*! the 


(iu) 
the degenerate mind ſought a material 
image of that Powzr whoſe — no 
erke eye can ſee. 


5 Tus beakvolunty ee 7050 
ſooth'd thoſe ſorrows which ſtill would 
flow at the tender recollection of his 
belov'd Joſeph.— And now no longer 
ſoft genial ſhowers deſcended; but de- 
priv d of timely moiſture, the earth 
ceas d to yield her waving harveſts 
The years of fertility were expir d, and 
famine ſhook a deſolating ſabre-o'er 
the nations. The deleQable land of 
- Canaan, the choſen ſpot of the Mos 
Hin, felt its dreadful force; ſhe 
mourn'd as a youthful bride, who, be- 
reſt by ſome ſad caſualty of the be- 
lov'd object of her vows, reſigns her 
bridal ornaments for habiliments of 
mourning, -Thoſe vivid ſcenes with 
which nature delighted to adorn the 
promis'd 
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promis'd heritage of Iſrael were ng 
more: the foreſts had exchang'd their 
pleaſing verdure for a ruſſet þbue, and 
flowers of a thouſand dies lay ſcorch'd 


befare the fervid rays.—In vain the 


weary peaſant ſaougbt the olive's um - 


brageous made; he no longer heard 
the placid murmurs of the brook, or 


flocks,,-Hermon, on whoſe top bal- 
ſamic des delight to reſt, and Tabor, 
greeted by the earlieſt beams af day, 
implor'd refreſhing rains. Thou Gilboa, 
felt the long continued draught : Gil- 
boa, ſacred in holy ſong, at whoſe foot 
the mightyfell®, when tides of generous 
blood bedew'd thy hallow'd turf; then 
friendſhip felt the wounds, and the 
feet muſe of Bethlehemf in tuneful 
numbers mourn' d. 


Silent 


o Saul and Jonathan, who were ſlain there in battle. 
+ See David's pathetic lamentation for them. 


(6119) 
Silent beneath a palm-tree's leaflefs 
branches, Hrael's dejetted fons re- 
elin'd; they no more beguil'd the ſul- 
try hours with feſtive ſongs; ſadneſs 
fat on every brow, and ſilence ſuſpen- 
ded every tongue; for confcience had 
awoke as from a lethargy. A brother's 
wrongs haunted their remembrance, 
embitter'd every ſcene, and aggravated 
the horrors of that deſtructionwhich fo 
near approach'd,—At length Simeon 
addreſs'd the dejected brethren: Per- 
ceive ye not, faid he, O wretched ſons 
of an afflitted father! the upliſted hand 
of vengeance ready to overtake us for 
our crime — Ah, Jofeph! thy nnme- . 
rited injuries ariſe: againſt us before the 
eternal throne. What though from 
attual murder we were reftrain'd; ſurely 
death had been the lefſer evil. Our 
horrid cruelty led us to ſell a guiltleſs 
brother into a diſtant land, Ah! ftop 


& my 


| ( 220) 
my accuſing thoughts! tell not the 
dreadful aggravation !=——O my tor- 
tur'd heart! He is a ſlave ; we have 
unjuſtly depriv'd him of the ſweet en- 
dearments of paternal love, of liberty, 
and all which render life deſirahle.— 
Methinks I ſee him proſtrate before us, 
imploring pity, with placid look, which 
ſpake forgiveneſs to us, his purpos'd 
murderers. Ves, even then he ſurvey'd 
us with an eye illumin'd by the love- 


liieſt attribute of Heaven.— Even now 


perhaps he pines in ſome loathſome 
dungeon, ſecluded from the light, or 
ellſe condemn'd to inceſſant toil.— He 

faints; he droops beneath the oppreſ- 
five burden.— Hark! hear we not his 
groans—thoſe plaintive ſounds * 
3 my 1 foul ? 


x" FOY who had never ceas'd to 


* the fatal deed, paſſionately ex- 
claim'd, 
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claim'd, Pardon, O beſt of brothers! 
my timid weakneſs. Why ſnatch'd I 
thee not from their cruel hands ?— 
Fatal puſillanimity I Would I had 
reſcu'd thee, or periſh'd in the attempt ! 
then hadſt thou ſtill enjoy'd with us a 
father's ſmiles !—Better, indeed, my 
brethren had it been as ye feign'd! 
better to have ſlept in death than bear 
the rigid chain of ſlavery But 
whilſt we, ſelf-accuſing, waſte the day, 
famine with dreadful ſtep advances ; 
our aged parent, our infant offspring, 
ſink before it. Let us ſeek our father, 
and acquaint him, that the plenteous 
ſtores of Egypt can yet ſupply our 
wants. The remembrance of guilt had 
in the wretched brethren ſuſpended 
that defire of life which nature implants 
inall, Scarcely they heard the voice 
of Reuben, but remain'd with their 
arms folded, their haggard eyes fix d in 

Vor. II, 2 deep 
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deep deſpair,—At length they aroſe, 
and with penſive . ſought their 
ſire. 


Near the dwelling of Jacob v was a 
ſpreading palm, beneath whoſe branches 
the hapleſs parent bad often enjoy'd the 
engaging converſe of his lamented Jo- 
ſepb. Still he delighted to viſit the 
helov d ſpot ; there to indulge that ten- 
der melancholy which ſooth'd his 
grief- oppreſs d mind. With a counte- 
nance expreſſive of patient hope and 
meek ſubmiſhon, penſive and alone he 
ſat beneath the ſhade.——How nume- 
rqus, he exclaim'd, are the ſorrows 
which fill the narrow bounds of human 


life! Scarcely do the gay, illuſive 
ideas of youth ſubſide, when the weight 
of real woe cruſhes the riſing ardors of 


the ſoul.—Fraught with ſanguine views 
of diſtant happineſs, we begin life's 
toilſome 
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toilſome journey; haply with ſome 
congeniat mind endear'd by tender ſym- 
pathy ; then comes the griſly tyrant of 
the haman race; and ſevers the faithful 
pair, leaving the ſorrowing partner to 
purſue a clicerleſs way and woo obli- 
vion. If to breathe on this poor earth 
be all of man's exiſtence, that period 
which unites the mortal frame: to its 
kindred duſt is moſt defirable,—But 
thou, O Gov, haſt form'd us for a fu- 
ture ſtate, where virtuous ſouls ſhall re- 


unite, improv'd in endleſs bliſs, 


Simeon and Judah, approaching; ac- 
quainted their father there was corn in 
Egypt: — That plenteous land, ſaid 
they, feels not the ſcourge which now 
is lifted o'er the earth; there vaſt re- 
ſources, the wiſe reſerves of former 
plenty, are yet ſufficient to ſuſtain the 


needy 8 wait thy com- 
| 2 
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mands to ſetch from thence food for 

our fainting houſholds Jacob lifted 
his grateful eye to the Sur REM E. 
Although, he cried, the genial ſhowers 
ceaſe to refreſh the thirſty earth; 
though the vine, ſtripp'd of its foliage, 
yields not the luſcious fruit, and the 
yellow harveſts fail; yet will we con- 
fide in thee, O thou BEN ETIICENTI— 
Go, my children, and get food for our 
un. | 


| The ten retire from the preſence of 
their father; they quit his paternal 
abode, and caſt a parting glance on the 
Plains of Mamre. As yet the ruddy 
footſteps of the dawn tremble on the 
hills; the grey clouds diſperſe, and 
the effulgent beams of the ſun are ſeen 
to aſcend from behind the blue tops of 
the caſtern mountains.—The ſons of 


Uracl advance towards the ſouth, and 
? the 
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the land of Canaan recedes from their 
view ; they attain the flood, whoſe 
mighty waters at the divine command, 
left bare their ſecret channel, while 
the people favour d of the ETENVAL 
walk' d on the dry abyſs. Now no 
more impetuous torrents from the 
wood - crown'd head of Libanus, ſwell'd 
the Jordan's rapid ſtream, nor daſhing 
billows reſounded as uſual on the diſ- 
tant ear; but the languid wave faintly 
rolling on the ſedgy bank, yielded a 
lomnific ſound, like that which the liſ- 
tening ſhepherd hears as he reclines 
upon the borders of ſome gliding rill. 
They paſs the inglorious flood, and 
penetrate Arabia's thirſty deſert, where 
torpid breezes involve the exhauſted 
traveller in heaps of calid ſand. —If in 
their painful way ſome palm, whoſe fo- 
hage has eſcaped tbe all-conquering 
heat, offers a friendly ſhelter, they 

reſume 
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tefame their mutual accuſations with 
all the runcour of felf-remorſe ;. each 
ſtrives to palliate his own offence; and 


transfer the burden of his guilt, to the 
wretched partners of his crime and mi- 
 ſefy ; till unable to endure the ſtings of 
| coniſcience, they ariſe, and in 

_ Hlence purſue their cheerleſs way. 


Egypt appear'd within the horizon; 
her ſplendid eities and exalted towers 
afforded a magnificent proſpe& to the 


delighted-traveller ; yet it was not, as, 


before, adorn'd with numerous' canals, 
whoſe waters gliſten'd' on the diſtant 
eye; nor were the vallies enrich'd with 
thoſe waving harveſts which twice, as 
the year perform'd its courſe, were wont 
to fill the reaper's hand; It appear d 
an extenſive plain, diverſified by fallow 


fields and ruſſet paſtures, where meagre 


—_ in vain 9 the ſeanty her- 
bage. 
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bage. The huſbandmen were ſeen re- 
clining beneath leafleſs hedge- rows, 
and deſponding ſhepherds mournfully 
ſurveying their fainting folds. Yet 
amidſt the devaſtations of famine, the 
brethren beheld thoſe capacious build- 
ings in which the Egyptians had depo- 
fited the overplus of the fruitful years. 


Simeon exclaim'd, O Egypt! highly 
favour'd by Heaven | how art thou 
exempted from the miſery which is 
fallen on the nations around 
Though the increaſe of thy river is ſup- 
preſs d, and nature ceaſes to pour her 
treaſures o'er thy land, yet feeleſt 
thou not the anger of Ou x irorEN OE 
Thy ſtorehouſes are full of the preci- 
ous grain, and thy people enjoy the 
bleſſings of abundance. What ſeraph, 
anxious for thy welfare, dar'd'/pene-» 
trate the ſecret determinations of the 

8 Mosr 
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Mosr H1cn, and whiſper to thee the 
timely admonition ?—— What wiſdom 


more than human inſpir'd thy rulers, 
and enlighten'd the Fart Toi of 


thy miniſters ? 


| Joſeph and his belov'd Aſenath were 
enjoying in a grove of palms the cool- 
neſs of the morning air.—The delicate 
whiteneſs of her {kin was enliven'd by 
a beautiful glow ; and the perpetual ſe- 
renity of her mind diffus'd inexpreſ- 
ſible ſweetneſs o'er her lovely counte- 
nance ; her radiant eyes were anima- 
ted with augmented brilliancy, as ſhe 
ſuryey'd her infant ſons who were play- 
ing on the lawn; to Joſeph they ex- 
preſs'd. the pureſt love and moſt ex- 
alted friendſhip : he, in whoſe enrap- 
- tur'd ſmile the tender huſband and 
the affeQtionate parent were at once 


diſplay d, fondly beholding the ami- 
able partner of his ſoul, exclaim'd, 
How 
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How lovely, my Aſenath, are che 
charms of opening day the ruddy 
eaſt, glowing with the roſy bluſhes of 
urora, enkindle i in the virtuous brealt 
the livelieſt emotions of gratitude for 
renovated ligbt.—Ves, Bouxrzous i 
PARENT or THE Universz! I adore 
ty beneficence, whole goodneſs fills 
the circling year and ſurrounds me with 
innumerous benefits; but chiefly I 
thank thee for that precious gift which 
ſweetens every bleſſing; I praiſe thee 
for 1 my Aſenath, whoſe virtues inſpire 
me with ſacred emulation, whoſe' be- 
lov'd ſociety i is the ſource of unſpeak- 


i 1 in $ 


able felicity, © _ 


_ Whilſt he thus expreſs'd the effuſions 
of his gratitude and love, the little 
Ephraim and Manaſſeh were engagd 
in artleſs converſe.— See, ſaid Ephra- 


im, my dear brother, what charming 
Vor. II. R © © (colours 
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colours adorn the face of yonder ſky ! 
How beautiful look the glittering 
clouds !—The ſun ſhines forth from 
behind thoſe grey hills which we diſ- 
cern at a diſtance ; he lights the little 
birds to their ſports among the buſhes. — 
Hark ! they already welcome the light, 
and tune thoſe ſweet notes which have 
ſo often delighted us in the brown cop- 
pice,—But can you tell why the fields 
and woods look leſs charming than they 
were wont? The trees exhibit a faded 
hue, inſtead of that beautiful green 
which us'd ſo much to charm us. It 
is a long time ſince I ſaw the reapers 
cut down the yellow harveſts in yonder 
valley. Our father has often told us, 
that Gop clothes the meadow with 
flowers and the foreſts with verdure ;— 
why does he now deny this beautiful 
livery to nature? Our father, replied 


the innocent Manaſſeh, has often told 
| at 


{ 131) 
us alſo, that the kind BRIx o who crea- 
ted us and all the pleaſing objects which 
we ſee, is good and merciful; and if 
he withhold thoſe beautiful ſcenes from 
our view, ſtill we will love him; we 


will delight to obey him. 


Their converſation was heard by the 
tender parents. Joſeph caſt a look of 
inexpreſſible felicity on his belov'd Aſe- 
nath, whole eye ſparkled with extatic 
delight, and a tear which trembled in 
the viſual orb, quitted its radiant ſtation 
and trickled down her lovely cheek. 


Mean time the brethren had attain'd 
the houſe of Joſeph; in a ſpacious 
dome, whoſe arched roof ſecluded the 
fervor of the piercing ſun, they reſted 
their weary feet, while that effulgent 
luminary, purſuing his courſe through 


the azure vault, darted his fervent 
R 2 beams 
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beams ofer all the fainting globe.— 
The miniſter of Pharaoh return'd to 
his bouſe, and his preſence diffus'd 


joy throughout his numerous houſe. 
5 hold. Each faithful domeſtic beheld 


his approach with joy and filial reve. 
rence. The ſtrangers were introduced 
to his preſence ; ; they bow'd before 
him, and implor'd his aid to ſuſtain 
their drooping families. Whilſt they 
ſpake, the benevolent eye of Joſeph 
nya with ſtrange emotion o'er 
their form. — The remembrance of 
thole who own'd with him one com- 
mon parent, was not eras'd from his 
mind ;—he recogniz'd his brethren ;= 
naturemelted within his breaſt; —thrice 
the purple current ruſh'd impetuous 
to his check, and thrice it return'd to 
the ſeat of every generous feclivg, 
— He advanc'd towards them ;—again 
he retreated ;—his trembling ſteps led 
him 


(133) 
kim'precipitately to an inner apattment: 
there he indulg d thoſe emotibns which 
ſhook his mortal frame. —The ſeraph 
Enoah follow'd his belov'd charge; he 
faw the tender conflict, and dropp'd a 
celeſtial tear.— O ſenſibility !' cried the 
immortal, thou beſt gift of the Brvx- 
ricxnr CREATOR] From thee even 
felicity derives its eſſence! Thou art 
the precious boon which'giv'ſt the hu- 
man Poul to taſte of joys ecſtatic and 
divine ! 


The harmonious voice of the ſeraph 
ſounded in the ear of Joſeph'as the 
gentle whifpers of the newly awaken'd 
breeze, The perturbations of his bo- 
fom were huſh'd, and every faculty 
Jull'd into a fweet compoſute.— He 
aroſe to return to his brethren, Ab! 
he'cried, is ſuch the ecſtatic bliſs 7 
Shall 1 again fold in theſe ffaterfifl 
$28 arms 
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arms the children of my belov'd fas 
ther? O tranſcendent joy But 
ſhould there yet remain the ſeeds of 
that baneful paſſion which led them to 
force me from Iſrael's. paternal roof, 
how will they now behold my elevation? 
Rather. by feign'd harſhneſs let me 
prove what ſentiments they ſtill retain, 


He return'd to the expedtant ten, 
and feigning ignorance of their lan- 
guage, addreſs d them by an interpre- 
ter. Ve come, ſaid he, from ſome 
happy climate which is yet unviſited 
by the Erexxar's wrath, to eſpy our 
widow'd land, once fair and fertile, but 
now bereft of all her gayeſt robes by 
Heaven's chaſtening hand.— Reuben, 
advancing, replied to the ſevere accu- 
ſation, Alas! my lord, we are no ſpies; 
from the once fruitful land of Canaan 


we are come, where yet our father 
lives. 
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lives, Twelve of us, brethren, once 
gladden'd his paternal roof, and fill'd 
his hoſpitable board. Our youngeſt 
brother yet remains, to ſoothe the 
heavy hours of age, and with filial piety 
alleviate the ſorrows of a tender pa- 
rent, who finks overwhelm'd with woe, 
and in ſpeechleſs grief laments a loft, a 
favour'd ſon, 


Joſeph with feign'd auſterity re- 
ſum'd, This ſpecious tale ye have well 
contriv'd, to gain on my credulity ; but 
know, O ſtrangers ! your inſidious er- 
rand needs a better gloſs Ve are 
ſpies, ſent from ſome hoſtile kingdom 
to obtain advantage o'er our delolated 
country.—But if ye would evince your 
innocence, aſſent to what I now pro- 
propoſe : Let one of you remain an 
hoſtage, whilſt ye, returning to your 
land, conduct from thence the lad of 


whom ye ſpake, 
At 
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- At his words, the countenances of 
the (en were o ercaſt by grief and de- 


n 


tations ; the vaulted dome echo' 'd with 


their gtoans.— We now perceive, my 


hapleſs brethren, ſaid Naptbalim, the 
Juſt revenge of an offended DEI Y :— 
eyen here it follows us, nor climes re- 
mote can ſhield us from i its ſorce.— 


Should we, with motion rapid as that 


of thought, dart to the diſtant verge 


of the wide earth, even there our bro- 


ther's moans would pierce the air, and 
the conſcious winds repeat his ſighs.— 
When he ſought our compaſſion, we 
were deaf to his entreaties —Ah ! 
what was his offence ?—If he ert'd, 
it was in loving us too well, who 
ſought his life, —No bitter enemy with 
us contended ; a guiltleſs brother was 
the object of our rancour.—O injur d 
excellence! if yet thou liveſt, pardon 
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the foal offence Perhaps overcome 
by the weight of thine affliction, thou 
haſt reſign'd thy breath, far from thy 
country and every ſocial endearment. 
No paternal arm ſuſtain'd thy droop- 
ing head; no friendly breaſt caught 
thy expiring ſoul.— Lift up, offended 
juſtice, thy vindictive. rod! pour all 
thy vengeance 'on our guilty heads! 
Without repining we wall yield to * 
juſt chaſtiſement. 


Joſeph heard their repentant accents 
with ſenſations ſuch as heavenly natures 
feel when wandering finners quit the 
deſtructive path of vice and ſeek their 
Gov. His emotions became too pow- 
erful for mortality, Again he-retir'd 
to his chamber, and ſought relief in 
' tears —1 thank thee, he ſaid, O Foux- 
'TAIN or Mercy! This day I be- 
hold thoſe who are ſtill dear to my 
Vor, II, 8 ſoul, 
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ſoul, the children of my belov'd fire! 


my once embitter'd enemies! not ac- 
tuated by inflam'd paſſions, but ſoften'd 
by repentance !—Strengthen their re- 
turning virtue, and lead their guilty 
minds to peace 


Mean time a tender conteſt had ari- 
{en amonglt the brethren.— Each im- 
pell'd by the remembrance of his 
crime, ſought the humiliating fetters ; 


they contended who ſhould remain the 
Tequir'd hoſtage.— Simeon, waving his 


hand, fifenc'd the loud clamour: Ye 
all, my brethren, ſaid he, too freely 


yielded to the black deſign; but 1 


alone confign'd the victim of our ha- 
tred to the dreary pit: theſe hands 
perform ꝭd the deteſted deed, for which 


T fabmit them to the galling fetters— 


flight puniſhment for ſo groſs a crime! 
Return you in ſafety to our father; 
* be 
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be it your taſk to ſoothe his ſorrows. 
and ſupport his wither'd age, and let 
theyouthful Benjamin poſſeſs your con- 
ſtant love.—Farewell, my brethren ! 
May the Er EAN AL give you peace! 
——To him Zebulun replied, O Si- 

meon! is it juſt that thou alone ſuſtain 
the vengeance which we have all de- 
ſerv'd ? What did'it thou of that ab- 
horr'd deed more than us ?—We all 
are ſelf-condemn'd, —What then re- 
mains but mutually to bear the puniſh- 
ment due to our crime. We will paſs 
the ſad remnant of our wretched days, 
impriſon'd in this diſtant land, 


What, O my unhappy brother! Si- 
meon return'd, haſt thou propos d? 
Is then the remembrance of our aged 
parent, our infant offspring, worn from 
thy breaſt? and on our heads, already 
wet with fratricide, ſhall we draw the 

S 2 murder 
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murder of our fire ?-Thy ſcheme is 
fraught with deſtruction to him and all 
his houſehold ; for whilſt we here te- 
main in ſad captivity, they muſt fall a 
prey to grief and famine. Since then 
our offence has juſtly incurred the an- 
ger of offended Heaven, in humble 
adoration let us ſubmit; in the midſt 
of judgment the Mos r Hion remem- 
bers mercy. 


His arguments prevail'd.—The ſons 
of Jacob prepar'd' to quit the land ; 
their numerous camels ſuſtain'd the 
precious loads ; in filent forrow they 
departed from their impriſon'd bro- 
ther.—Scarcely were they withdrawn 
from Egypt, when Joſeph commanded 
his attendants to releaſe the captive 
Simeon. Often was he prompted to 
fold him in his affectionate arms, but 
Fon to give ſtability to returning 

virtue, 
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virtue, he delay'd the melting expla- 
nation, 


And now the nine approach'd the 
borders of Canaan ; it was the hour of 
eve, and Jacob was fitting at the door 
of his humble dwelling. -Near him 
| flood his belov'd Benjamin, diſpenſing 
the ſcanty grain to the feather'd inhabi- 
tants of the grove. In vain with buſy 
wing the little warblers had patroll'd 
the brown foreſt ; the hedge-rows, be- 
reft of their leafy pride, afforded 
nought but wither'd tendrils to their 
reſearch, The benevolent deſcendant 
of Rachel ſupplied their wants, —Par- 
take, ſaid he, ye fellow tenants of the 
globe, what yet our little ſtores afford, 
— The time will come, when yonder 
plain will yield again the yellow fheaf, 
and' ye. in vernal ſhades ſhall chant 


your tuneful loves. 
Iſrael 
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- Iſrael lifting his eyes to the ſummit- 
of the weſtern hills, beheld his children 
approaching, and his ſoul was elevated 
in a tranſport. of gratitude and joy. 
Soon they attain'd the plain of Mamre, 
and proſtrate at the feet of their father 
implor'd his paternal benediction.— 
Ve objects of my conſtant cares, ſaid 
the affeftionate parent, bleſſed be the 
Gop of Abraham, who has brought 
you ſafely on your way !—But, ah! do 


I I behold your numbers diminiſh'd ?— 


One is not.— Why fold 1 not my be- 
lov'd Simeon in theſe longing arms ?— 
He ſpake, but none replied, —In ſilence 
the brethren hung down their heads; 
overwhelm'd with grief. Jacob re- 
Join'd, Wherefore are ye ſilent, O my 
children?) Why ſay ye not that Si- 
meon is no more ?—Already I fore- 
bode the dreadful tale, —Speak ye, nor 
662 fear 
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fear to wound a heart which has long 
been inur'd to ſorrow, 


Reuben unfolded the ſad intelligence. 
— Thy ſon, faid he, O thou who gave 
us birth! is yet alive. He is retain'd 
in bonds till thou permitteſt thy much 
lov d Benjamin to go with. us to Egypt. 
— So has the governor decreed. His 
prefence only can effect the enlarge- 
ment of our brother.—As when from 
ſome dark cloud, ſudden the tremen- 
dous thunder burſts, reſounding hollow 
through the dome of Heaven, the 
traveller hears aghaſt, and ſtands ap- 
1 terror fill'd the mind of 
Iſrael when he receiv'd the unwelcome 
tidings,—My ſon ! the reverend mour- 
ner ſaid; the laſt remain of her whoſe . 
early death I yet deplore !—PForbid it 
Heaven !— Joſeph is not, and Simeon 
I ſhall ſee no more; and will ye wreft 
from 


fs 
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from me the only prop of my deci}. 
ning years ? Then preſſing the young 
Benoni cloſer to his breaſt, the afflicted 


Patriarch reſum' d, My fon ſhall not go 


down. Should evil wait him in the 
way, theſe hoary locks muft to the 
grave deſcend with aggravated woe, 


Benjamin caſt himſelf at bis father's 
feet Permit me, O my fire ! ſaid he, 
to quit for awhile thy paternal roof, to 


be the happy inſtrument of reſtoring 


freedom to our impriſon'd brother, — 
The ETzxxar will preſerve us both to 


rejoice thy fight again.—But if one of 
usigdeſtin'd to remain in bondage, be 


mine alone the lot. —No ſmiling in- 
fants will enquire my return ; no weep- 
ing ſpouſe lament my ſtay.— And O 
how lightly fit thoſe fetters which the 
conſciouſneſs of rectitude upholds! — 


Yes, my belov'd Simeon, I will haſten 


to 
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to thy enlargement ; I will reſtore thee 
to domeſtic happineſs. F 


- Tſrael tenderly ſurvey'd the ſuppli- 
ant youth, but replied not.— He aroſe, 
and with mournful air retir'd to-a 
grotto which ſeem'd adapted by nature 
to penſive muſing. A rill falling 
from the rock yielded its hoarſe mur- 
murs, and the craggy roof was cover'd 
with mantling ivy ; its entrance was 
| HHhaded by a row of lofty pines, which 
ſeem'd to hide their ancient heads 
within the clouds. There the difſtreſs'd 
parent utter'd his complaints ; his gen- 
tle fighs were whiſper'd through the 
duſky cave.—O Trov, ſaid he, who 
did'ſt create man! why haſt thou thus 
conſtrutted the human frame, that even 
the ſprings of happineſs become too 
oft the fource of keeneſt woe ? Thou 
haft attun'd the ſoul to ſocial joy; but, 
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ahl what unforeſeen events have power 
to jar the ſacred firings !—Yet be 


huſh'd, my griefs, leſt I arraign ETzr- 
VAL JusTicz !—Perhaps the chaſtiſe- 


- ments of Heaven are levell'd at the 


errors of parental tenderneſs, Per- 
haps too fondly have I lov'd the ami- 
able offspring of my lamented Rachel. 
Then welcome ye ſevere diſpenſations 
of IurARTIAL PrRovipence! The 
heart whoſe weakneſs has deſerv'd will 
bear the cruel ſtroke. - Vet muſt my 
Benjamin be compell'd from my ſight ? 
Muſt he ſhare the hapleſs Joleph's fate? 
Here the afflifted fire utter'd a deep 
groan, and remain'd filent in an agony 
of woe. 


| The amiable Dinah had prepar'd a 
repaſt for her long abſent brethren.— 
She kneaded cakes of fineſt flour; and 
Benjamin, aſſiduous in the pleaſing taſk, 
. had 
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had procur'd honey from the rock; 
Milk of kine, and purple cluſters of the 
grape, the well preſery'd produce of 
former years, crown'd the ſocial table. 
— The ſons of Iſrael ſat each by the 
object of his conjugal affections, and a 
train of prattling infants play'd around. 
But the lovely damſel ſhar'd not the 
repaſt which ſhe had provided. She 
ſat apart, heightening the general feſti- 
vity by foft notes of her ivory lute, 
The tender ſounds were expreſſive of 
a pleaſing ſadneſs ; and as her fingers 
touch'd the melodious inſtrument; ſhe 
melted into tears — Amongſt the 
daughters of Paleſtine there was none 
more lovely than the fair deſcendant 
of Leah; but a ſoft melancholy was 
ſpread o'er her air. She declin'd 
the roſy chaplets which were woven for 
her by the ſhepherds, and lov'd to fit 
at even beneath the ſhade of a willow, 
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ah! what unforeſeen events have power 
to jar the ſacred ſtrings Vet be 
huſh'd, my griefs, leſt I arraign ErxR- 
NAL JusTict !—Perhaps the chaſtiſe- 
ments of Heaven are levell'd at the 
errors of parental tenderneſs. Per- 


haps too fondly have I lov'd the ami- 
able offspring of my lamented Rachel. 


Then welcome ye ſevere diſpenſations 


of ImMeArTIAL PrRovipences! The 
heart whoſe. weakneſs has deſerv'd will 
bear the cruel ſtroke. - Vet muſt my 
Benjamin be compell'd from my ſight ? 
Muſt he ſhare the hapleſs Joleph's fate ? 
Here the afflicted fire utter'd a deep 
groan, and remain'd Glentio a an 98009 
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had procur'd honey from the rock; 
Milk of kine, and purple cluſters of the 
grape, the well preſery'd produce of 
former years, crown'd the ſocial table. 
— The ſons of Iſrael ſat each by the 
objedt of his conjugal affeQtions, and a 
train of prattling infants play'd around. | 
But the lovely damſel ſhar'd not the 
repaſt which | ſhe had provided. She 
fat apart, heightening the general feſti- 
vity by ſoft notes of her ivory lute. 
The tender ſounds were expreſſive of 
a pleaſing ſadneſs; and as her fingers 
touch'd the melodious inſtrument; ſhe 
melted into tears.——Amongſt the 
daughters of Paleſtine there was none 
more lovely than the fair deſcendant 
of Leah; but a ſoft melancholy was 
ſpread o'er her air. She declin'd 
the roly chaplets which were wovenfor 
her by the ſhepherds, and lov'd to fit 
at even beneath the ſhade of a willow, 
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wo 


the ahandance which benignant pro- 
vidence had provided; but now their 
ores were exhauſted, and they again 
felt the preſſure of famine. —The bre · 


thren aſſembled before their father; 
their embarraſs'd countenances de» 


clare their wants, yet none durſt name 


. - the hard condition. Too plainly their 
forrowful parent difcern'd the purport 


of their ſilence. Why, O my fons! 
ſaid he, did ye declare ye had a bro- 


ther ? To whom -Judah reply'd, He 
aſk'd us of our kindred; could we 
know he would exact this proof of our | 
ſincerity ?—Yet, O my father ! con- 
fign the tender youth to my hand, and 


on me alone may thy diſpleaſure reſt, 
if 
5 


lift ning to ah eunbles of the g 


"hs ha houſchalds of Iſrael ——_ 
enliven'd by plenty, and - rejoig'd in 
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i he return not to thee in ſafety . 
And nov, all ſelſ- collected, the patsi- 
arch bends ſubmiſſive to the will of 

Heaven. — 1 will no longer withhold 
the lad; take with you the comfort f 
mine age, and provide a pceſent for the 

governor of what our waſted country | 

yet affords, See where the weeping | 

ing myrrh diflills in fragrance, and the 
bee depoſits her precious ſtores among 
the craggy rocks. Let ſome aſcend. 
the airy height of the almond tree and 
gather its emollient treaſures. Theſe 
ſhall ye carry with you into Egypt, 

and may the Gop of Abraham pol, 


yr on your way! 


5 With tales full of attraRtive Fes; 
neſs, and the tender exertions of fra - 
ternal love, the youthful Benoni be- 
guil'd the tedious journey till they at- 
n ſrontiers of Egypi.— Impa - 


tient 


Fl 
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tient to releaſe his impriſon'd brother, 
he'ſtopp'd not to contemplate the works 


ol art, the magnificence of the cities, 


or the opulence every where conſpicu- 
ous through the Egyptian land. They 
arriv'd at the dwelling of Joſeph. A 


train of obſequious attendants con- 
dufted them to the lofty dome; ſome 


convey'd them water of the cooleſt 
ſtream in burniſh'd vaſes; others led 
their drooping camels to refreſhing 
paſtures.— Among the numbers which 
throng'd the happy manſion, they re- 
cogniz'd Simeon their brother, unop- 


_ preſs'd by galling fetters. He ſprung 


towards them.—Welcome, my bre- 
thren, ſaid he, to this reſidence of ur- 
banity and peace! this happy | ſpot, 
where plenty holds her court, where 
feet content follows the footſteps of 
labour, and every boſom feels the 
"In of a wiſe and virtuous govern- 

„ ment! 


(481 
ment But whom do I behold my 
Benjamin !—Ah 1 what perſuaſive plea 
induc'd our father to yield the below d 
youth hn ** n light ! 1.3482 
Dirt 213. 

The in of; — amiable B Bonk 
ni had awaken'd in the breaſt of Si- 
meon the memory of Joſeph.. Thou 
dear reſemblance, he exclaim d, of thy 
lamented brother! here let me fold 
thee to my bleeding heart. — Ah! that 
engaging look, that Heaven illumin d 
eye, ſo look'd, ſo ſmil'd, in Dothan's 
fatal plain The contrite accents fell 
- unfiniſh'd from his quiv'ring lip; he 
figh'd, he wept, and in an agony of 
grief fell on the neck of Benjamin, 
who long us'd to hear the feign'dtale 
with which the ear of Iſrael had been 
amus d, mingled bis tears, nor ſuſ- 
petted the real cauſe from whence ſuch 
_—_ ſprung. An angel of merey 
| caught 


2 
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ovpte-ids precious drops ; | be! dops- 


ſited them · in a phial of releftial tex- 


ture, and aſeending to the empyreum 


plac d the grateful offering before the 


ſandtuary of Heaven. Reſt here, ſaid 


the” benign ſeraph, ye precious effu- 


gens of unfeign'd penitenee, more 


pleaſing to the ETENNVAL than all the 
fragrant iticenſe which the earth emits 
frem ber odorous boſom, when rob'd 
in the gayeſt tints of ſpring. The tire 
Hall come, that tinur'd by the drops 
of Calvary, ye ſhall, from every ry 
er pepe emerges ae 


| Neuber of Tüsfüsb came YO 


from His chamber, not diſtinguiſh by 
putple or gold, but array'd in the inte- 
grity of his heart, which like a cele- 
Rial robe enfelded him, and imputted 
dignity to his mien beyond the poet 


of grandeur. Awd by bis preſence; 
$3905; | n - the 


; 
s 


>», 
bps BS Meas oo id 1 ES 


( 153 ) 


he bretbren ſunk oppreſs'd before bim; 
but he, tenderly raiſing them from their 
ſuppliant poſture, beheld the ſon.of. his 
beloy'd; mother; then every amiable, 
every tender affedtion preſſing on his 
mind, he exclaim d, Gop, O my ſon! 
be gracious to thee.—Oppreſs d na- 
ture ſunk beneath the precious weight of 
the amiable emotion, yet were uncon- 
ſcious of the cauſe.— He retir'd from 
their preſence, whilſt the obſequious at- 
tendants prepare a repalt for the noon- 
tide. hour. They heap the ſhining ca- 


niſters with bread; the ornamented 


bowl is repleniſhed with ſparkling 
juice, and the liberal board awaits. its 
N lord. n 


* Joſeph had waſh'd from his face the 
veſtiges of his emotion, and again ap- 
pears before his brethren, . He places 
Vol. II. U each 


Se 
filent furpriſe. To all he diſpenſes the 


I 
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plenteons viands. Feſtivity expands 


Ber chearful wing, and confidence ani- 


mates the eountenances of the gueſts. 


As when ſome cruel hand has from 
its neft compell'd a trembling bird, im- 
patient of reſtraint the little warbler 
flutters its wings, and labours to greet 
again its kindred brood.— Thus the be- 
nevolent heart of Joſeph yearfi'd to- 
wards his belov'd relatives. One trial 
more, and one alone remain'd, to 


evince their penitence ſincere, and 


prove their affeQion for the youthful 


Benjamin.— He permits them to de- 


part, accompanied by Simeon, whom 


the happy youth a thouſand times em- 
braces, with joy trafiſported to have 


_ d his liberty, And! now in 
| thought 


(998) 


thought they greet their aged fire, and 
all his anxious ;cares repay with ten- 
fold happineſs. But ſoon obſcur d are 


all their pleaſing views ; a meſſenger 


| from Egypt overtakes the happy group, 
and ſterniy aſks for the ſecreted cup. 


Aſtoniſh'd, yet in innocence ſecure, | 
they pledge their freedom for the bei- 
vous theft. Each opes his ſack, when 


ſhining 3 — While filent with 
amazement all remain, the well in- 
ſtrutted meſſenger diſplays the curious 
veſſel to the light. On its, wrought 
ſides the 1 ingenious artiſt had diſplay'd 
his Kkill, and in the nice deſign ex- 
preſs d the fertility of Egypt, —With 
reeds entwin d around his ancient 
brows, old Nilus from a copious urn 
pour d a redundant flood, while ſmiling 
plenty in his hand he led, that o'er the 
vales ſcatter d the plenteous grain; 

Meh gay 


((% 


"gay ſhepherds piping to their flocks,” 
and nymphs from loaded branches ga- 
1 thering richeſt fruits. The pillar'd 
3 dome, the pyramid, and all the works 
bol art with thoſe of nature blended, 
3 - N the ——— —_ : 


But now —— with anxious 
doubts, the brethren regain'd the Egyp- 
tian land. Joſeph, whoſe eyes yet 
'gliſten'd with the tear of fraternal love, 
awaited their approach; and ſupprefling 

8 the tendereſt emotions that everwarm'd 
a mortal breaſt, ſternly demanded the 
offenderifor his ſlave. Scarcely had 
he utter d the dreadful ſentence, vben 
Judah approaching thus ſpake : Suffer, 
O my lord! thy wretched ſuppliant to 
= plead for pity. Oppreſsd with grief, 
and mourning ſtill the loſs of a belov'd - 
ſon, our aged father heard the dread 
1 Deen to > yield this youth, the com- 
_— | fort 


wy 
fort of bis age, the laſt ſad pledge of .a- - 
belov'd wife. Long we preferr'd our 
ſuit in vain, till urg d by dire neceſſity; 
the ſorrowing parent aſſented to the 
hard condition. But if the lad returns 
not to his arms, with ſorrow ſhall his 
hoary head © deſcend into the grave. 
Send then the innocent - offender to 
gladden his parental eee "ye 
eee remain. 5 


No longer 4 to ame his feel- 
ings, Joſeph commanded the Egyp- 
_ tians to' retire, Then drew near that 

awful moment, when the human mind, 

ſuperior to every meaner paſſion, none 
in its native excellence, as on the day 
when the GREAT CREATOR impreſsd 
it with his own all perfect image. 
Obedient to the command of Joſeph, 
the Egyptians retire; he ſits alone with 
bis brethren. He is ſilent; his expreſ- 


ſive 
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deſcribable feelings of his heaving 


- breaſt; his cheeks fluſh a brighter 
glow ; he peaks; but who in mortal 


* language can deſcribe the ſeraphic ſen- 


ſations of the ſon of Iſrael, when in 
accente ſoſt as the voice of angels, 
vhiſpering peace to dying penitents, he 
exelaimid, I am Joſeph Ves, my 
beloved brethren, Lam indeed he whom 
| you 2 8 into Egypt 3 


_ a forme nnen whe alas re- 
ſign'd her darling offspring to the duſt, 
whilſt weeping o'er the penſive urn, 
_ hears the tranſporting tidings that her 
child ſurvives, hat mix d emotions 
agitate her bleeding heart! ſhe trem- 
" bles—hopes—believes—yet doubts. 
Aſtoniſh'd nature, dubious to which 
paſſion to ineline, diſſolves in tears. 
The brethren thus, with joy and doubt, 
| heard 


9) 


the features of their long lamentetd 


brother; but ſwifter than the vivid 


guilt cruſh'd the new born oy. 
- Again their timid eye fel} conſcious on 


ven with a beam of mercy had drawn 
its own benignant image, diſpel'd their 
riſing fears. Let not, ſaid he, one felf- 


accufing thought o'ercloud the felicity | 


of this day. H in whoſe all- perfect 
ſight, events yet hid within the boſom 
of futurity are clearly ſeen, did fend 
me hither to preſerve lives yet dearer 
than my own.— Then falling on the neck 
of Benjamin, the tender pair mingled 
_ their tears. He now embrac'd al his 
brethren, and folded to his benevolent 
breaſt thoſe who had ſought his life.— 
"ow 1 nn the eſfuſions of his 


{rand 


lightning's flaſh, the memory of their 


the ground: but he on whoſe foul Hea- 
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x e love were heard in he * 
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the organs of articulation were 
pPreſs d; their cantrite accents died on 
dhe trembling lip, while tranſport, love; 


and true contrition wept at once. 

Joſeph whoſe face yet gliſten d with the 
ſocial drops, thus addreſs'd them: Re- 
turn, my brethren, to our affectionate 
fire, and acquaint him of. my proſpe - 
rity in Egypt. Say, The ETzxxAL; 


whom Abraham with implicit reve- 


rence obey d, whom Iſaac fear d, and 
thou with Unremitting ardots. doſt 


—— —— 


mente Joſeph from a dungeon rais d, 
d od be che ſource of wealth and-happi- 
neſs to thee and all thy houſe. Leave 
then thy widow'd land; the fruitful 


plains of Egypt are before thee; in 
7 > Goſhen 
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Tbe ten At his voice ; 1 baden 
to their aged _— and unfold the 
almoſt forgot. to. Sn; aſtovilh's 2 na- 
ture collected all her foree to aid the 


paatriareb's feeble frame, and ſuſtain the- 


flood of joy. He fainted, for he be- 
lievd them not.— But ſee, replied his 
enraptur'd ſons, the pleaſing harbin- 
gers on yonder hill will ſoon confirm 
the ſtupendous truth —Theſe Ifrael: 
aw, and with extatic feelings ery d, 
It is enough Joſeph, my ſon, is yet 
alive; I will go and ſee him before 1 
die. The meſſengers of the generous 
Pharaoh arrive, and all with ready 
hands aſſiſt to lade the waggons and 
accommodate the numerous houſhold. 
Vol. II. X At 
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a eſcorted by his ſons, his daughters, 
their liſping infants, and all their do- 
meſtic train, began the pleaſing Jour- 


| | | Ney. | 2 | oy 


The tedious way was trodden with 


oF haſty ſteps ; ſoon they attain'd Beer- 


. ſheba, honour'd place! where the 
GREAT Rol ER of the ſpheres deign'd 

to accept thoſe hallow'd ſacrifices which 
Ifracl' cans'd to aſcend in fragrant 
ſteams.— While midnight ſhades o'er- - 

| ſpread the Heavens, and ſleep's ſoft 
fetters had bound the good man's 
powers, nature's GREAT PARENT, in 
accents which huſh d the ſurges of the 
mind to peace, divinely ſpake, Jacob! 
| Jacob, my favour'd ſon! ſear not to 
enter the plains of Egypt, for where- 
Der thou art, my hand omnipotent ſhall 
be thy conſtant guard. Joſeph, thy 
| ſon, 


n ® 
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wy 


by lis lenient cares foften the woes of 
thy declining life.—Soon as the orient 
lamp of day had ting'd the diſtant 
hills, the honour' d family, after they 
had ſent their morning adorations to 
the ſkies, purſu'd their vay. 


|} 

fmpaien to 1 the venerable 
author of his being, Joſeph with pious 
ardor prepar d to anticipate his arrival. 
He aſcended his chariot. The foam- 
ing courſersbounded o'er the lengthen d 
plain; their rapid footſteps were heard 
among the hills, —The orb of day was 
deſcending to the ocean when he at» 
tain'd the beautiful valley of Sinai, 
which is bouhded on every fide by 
lofty eminences,—Here flocks, whiter 
than ſnow, crop the flow'ry ſoil, and the 
adjacent groves are fill'd with ſhep- 
X 2 beds 
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Herds, the melady of IR bene 18. 
verberates from the rocks. From 
afar a cloud of duſt was feen to ariſe; 
the bleating of herds and the voices 
| of an innumerous multirade were dif- 
5 Wa 1 an N 

Now 5 3 clouds 8 
the earth. A radiant hoſt alighted on 
the top of Horeb, the ſplendor of whoſe 


| celeſtial ſhields was reflected on the diſ- 


tant mountains. Theſe were the guar- 
dian angels of the houſe of Iſrael. — 
| The lofiy fides of the ſacred mount 

were cover'd by the immortals, and 
Libanus's majeſtic brow was irradi. 
ated by the divine effulgence. | 


The inhabitants of Canaan de. 
ſcended into the valley.—[oſeph diſ- 
cern'd amidſt the multitude the vene- 
rable ts of bis aged father. He 

alighted 


1 1660 
alighted from his chariot; he ran; he 
fell on the neck of Iſrael.— The good 


old man with fault ring accents ſaid, 


Now let me die, fince 1 have ſeen thy 
face and thou art yet alive, An awful 
filence ſucceeded the ſolemn inter- 


view; the fanning zephyrs ceas'd to 


agitate the palms, and nature herſel| 
. huſh di in n attention. 


tes by ch Nil ear of 8 were 
heard the ſongs of the immortals ; the 
reſplendent hoſts on mount Horeb 


lifted their celeſtial voices; they ſung, 


[Rejoice thou Heaven, and ye inhabi- 
tants of earth, for now is the ETrzrx- 
NAL glorified !—the myſterious diſ- 
penſations of his providence are re- 
veal'd to men | | 


fs Graco? ele. whe ee 
_ Oy the dyellings of mortality, 
; 354 behold 
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behold the AtMdn,ỹj,uq Rol of the 
ars ſtoops to conduRt the events of 

| this minuter ſphere] Exalt him ye 

| | whowithunclouded view contetnplate 
Rais perſettions, adore the ſovereign of 
innumerous worlds! Tell it, ye mi- 
niſters of hight! proclaim i it tothe dif. 
tant orbs, that Hz at whoſe creative 
word myriads of fans burſt into light 
and blaz'd exhauſtleſs fires ; who leads 
the planets, and ordains the unwieldly 
_ comets a ſtated courſe amidſt the track · 


less ether! H, with unwearied love, 


condutts the various lots of finful men 
He permitteth affliction to alight on 
his belov'd, and maketh adverſity to 
de the portion of his choſen ; but 
through the dreary path he leads them 
tofelicity;and rewards, greater than the 
bounteous earth affords, crown their 
ſevere probation. —Beneath the ol 7 
ſure of . O mortals ! exalt 

your, 


= 
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your joyous hymns; let your ſongs 
declare his beneficence. 


| Thou, Horeb, rejoice !—Ye hills of 
Paleſtine bend your wood-crown'd 
tops — Ye awful foreſts! ye lucid 
ſtreams ! behold your Gop is glorified !, 
— But chief, -ye happy favourites of 
OuxirorEN CE] ye belov'd deſcen- 
dants of Abraham ! tell it among the 
nations that the earth is govern'd by 
Unzzxzinc Wisbom Let Jacob re- 
_ found the important truth, and the tents 


of Iſrael reverberate the grateful 


theme ! 


Rejoice than Heaven! and ye in- 
habitants of earth! for now is the 
ETERNAL glorified— The myſterious 
diſpenſations of his providence are re- 
veal'd to men 
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E R R A T A. 
„S þ 
Page 25, line 9, for melifluous, read mellifluour 
Pare 28. une 4 lucid fleece, read ſnowy. I 
Page 29, line 16, for defire, read derive. 
Page 34, line 2, for tops, read rep. 
Page 36, line 10, for animated read animate, 


Page 47, line $ for dictates read diate. 
Page 54, laſt line but one, for lucid flocls, read 


noch. g 
Page 67, line 18, for 2 read extatic, + 
Page 80, line 10, for filial love read fraternal, 


Page 101, line 5, for irriguous Hream, read gg. 


Freſving, © | 
Page 106, line 11, for terreftial, read terreſtrial. 
Page 116, line 4, for filial taſt, read pleaſing. 
Page 131, line 9, for ſox read ſur. 
Page 132, line 11, for wield, read hurl. 


Page 164, line 6, inſert a comma after the word 


ſenſibility. | 

Page 191, line 14, for culpture, read ſculpture, 

In ſeveral places, 22 read cry/tal ; for 
etherial, read et ; and for chaunt read 
chant, | 0 


V. O L. II. 


Page 3, line 17, for /urpaſſe/5, read ſurpaſſes, 

Page 31, line 1, for drag, read dragg'd. 

Page 59, line 2, after ETsxnar WIs pon, inſert: 
a note of admiration inſtead of a full point ;. 
and in the 5th line of the ſame page, inſert 
- comma after elate, and dele that after bleſ- 

ng. 

Page 118, line 14, for draught, read drought.. 

Page 139, line 10, for «s, read we. 

Page 149, line 97 dele ing, 
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